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The Royal Society of Queensland is pleased to offer a one-day course for all who wish to strengthen 

their skills in building scientific and other evidence-based knowledge into policy. 
 
This professional development workshop is aimed at bridging the gap in dialogue between scientists and policy-
makers. It will be valuable to those in positions of leadership in government, business and civil society who have 
not been qualified in tertiary-level science. It will also suit scientists who aspire to a policy role or have recently 
been appointed to one. Candidates for elected office will benefit from an understanding of the policy-making 
process and how to differentiate credible, robust evidence from ‘alternative facts’. Elected members, business 
executives and their advisers will be briefed on how to tap into disparate sources of scientific knowledge which at 
first sight don't appear to offer any unified perspective. 
 

Fee $400, refundable to candidates and others involved in the election if the State election is called. The fee can 
be paid upfront via Eventbrite or upon invoice. Places are transferable to others without additional fee. 
 
The course will focus on evidence-based methods of crafting policy and not technical scientific content. It will be 

structured to suit participants with a practical, political or commercial background. The course is not focused on 

the environmental sciences. 'Scientific method' is applicable to policy-making in all portfolios including transport, 

health, education, emergency services, state development and agriculture. 
 
 
 
 

  

 
The following provisional program will be revised to align with the interests of those who register: 
Dr Geoff Edwards and Michael Gutteridge: History of scientific discovery, Enlightenment, scientific method, 
peer-reviewed authentication.  

Dr Brendan Markey-Towler: History of economic thought. 

Kate Charters: Policy essentials. 

Heather Douglas: Government, business and society 

Assoc. Prof. Patrick Moss and Emeritus Prof. Ian Lowe: Science essentials (physics - thermodynamics, chemistry, 
geomorphology) and limits to growth. 

Michael Gutteridge and Geoff Edwards: Psychological barriers to evidence based policy  

Dr Geoff Edwards: Defining the ‘public interest’ as a benchmark for policy. 

Climate change.  

Case studies on subjects of interest to the registrants. Certificates issued at 5.00pm. 

 

 

Time will be allocated for discussion over lunch. Format will be determined in consultation with 
registrants. 

Register via Eventbrite: 
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/evidence-based-policy-for-decision-makers-tickets-38228419231  
 
Further information:  www.royalsocietyqld.org.au  includes information about the Society's mission 
Content Geoff Edwards, President: tel 0488 505 887 email  president@royalsocietyqld.org.au 
Logistics Pam Lauder:  courses@royalsocietyqld.org.au  

"Evidence-based Policy for Decision-Makers" 
A primer in evidence-based policy for non-specialists 

Tuesday 21 November 2017, 8:30am-5:30pm 
George Williams Hotel, 317-325 George Street, Brisbane 
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