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Dudley Eglinton 
Dudley Eglinton (1850–1937) was born in 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, England, on 12 October 
1850. He studied at nearby Durham University 
but left after a year when his parents migrated 
to Queensland in 1870. He worked as an assis-
tant teacher at Warwick, and then moved to the 
Church of England School at Toowoomba where 
he became friends with Dr and Mrs Carr Boyd. 
The latter pointed out the constellation of Scorpio, 
thus sparking Eglinton’s interest in astronomy. He 
taught at The Valley Primary School in Brisbane 
for some months before seeing an advertisement 
for the position of Secretary at the North Brisbane 
School of Arts (Cleary, 1967). His application was 
successful and he held this position from 1874 to 
1896. Figure 2 shows the North Brisbane School 
of Arts building in 1877, three years after Eglinton 

began working there. He demonstrated adminis
trative acumen, despite his young age and lack of 
prior experience. 

In 1872, there were 16 Schools of Arts in Queens
land (Clarke, 1992), and although most merely 
functioned as libraries and recreational centres, the 
prevailing view was that they also should be involved 
in education. Two of the strongest advocates of this 
philosophy were Charles Lilley (1827–1897) and 
John Douglas (1828–1904), who supported the cause 
of technical education at Committee meetings of the 
Schools of Arts, in public lectures and in articles in 
the press. They claimed that knowledge was impor-
tant for its own sake and that it was a source of social 
and moral benefit. They expounded the liberal faith 
that education was an essential ingredient of pro-
gress. More importantly, they presented the utili
tarian viewpoint that technical education provided 
more efficient and skilled artisans, which was neces
sary for a society undergoing the initial stages of 
industrialisation and urbanisation (Clarke, 1992).

Figure 1. A bird’s-eye view of Brisbane in 1888 (Source: Museum of Lands, Mapping and Surveying, Brisbane). 
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Figure 2. The North Brisbane School of Arts, at the corner of Queen and Creek Streets, in 1877. It is the larger of 
the two buildings (Source: Wikipedia). 

The most effective way of achieving this was 
through formal classes. This eventually led in 1882 
to the founding of the Brisbane Technical College 
affiliated with the North Brisbane School of Arts. 
By October 1882 the Technical College was offer-
ing classes in (i) freehand and mechanical drawing; 
(ii) geology and mineralogy; (iii) bookkeeping; 
(iv) French; (v) German; and (vi) the history of the 
British Empire. Sixty-nine students were enrolled 
(Clarke, 1992). Eglinton not only played a key role 
in the development of the North Brisbane School 
of Arts, but he convinced Douglas that a technical 
college was viable, wrote an influential pamphlet 
on technical education, conducted a successful 
publicity campaign in the press, and put all of his 
organisational ability into ensuring the success of 
the college (Clarke, 1992). 

During his time as Secretary of the Brisbane 
School of Arts, Eglinton impressed people with 
his diligence and courtesy, but troubles lay ahead. 
In 1891 moves were afoot by dissident Committee 
members to have the Treasurer, Mr S. W. Brooks 
(1840–1915), who occupied a senior position at 
the Brisbane Technical College, replace Eglinton 
as Secretary. Towards the end of 1891, the Com
mittee terminated Eglinton’s appointment because 

of “inefficiency”. This charge was never proven, 
and it would appear he was ‘set up’. The action was 
controversial and became public knowledge (e.g. 
Anon., 1892a).

The Half-yearly Report of the Committee and 
the accounts were to be considered by the mem-
bers at a meeting a month later on 28 January 1892 
(Anon., 1892b; Anon., 1892c). Four or five hundred 
people were present, including the Mayoress. The 
meeting was very lively, and when it came to the 
vote, the Half-yearly Report and the accounts were 
rejected. The meeting was adjourned – Eglinton 
had won convincingly.

On 5 March 1892, a newspaper report (Anon., 
1892d) described a meeting held on 25 February. 
Once again there was a large attendance, and 
Eglinton, as Secretary, stated he had called the 
meeting under Rule XI after receiving a requisi-
tion signed by 20 or 30 members. At the meeting, 
new office bearers and Committee members were 
elected by ballot. 

Eglinton continued to occupy the position of 
Secretary until 1896. We have been unable to deter-
mine why he chose to leave the North Brisbane 
School of Arts after more than 20 years, but 
maybe he tired of the constant challenge to secure 
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funding from the government and from student 
enrolments, especially in light of the turbulent eco-
nomic conditions in Queensland during the depres-
sion of the early 1890s. There was also agitation 
for the government to reform technical education 
throughout Queensland (Clarke, 1992), and the loss 
of the Brisbane Technical College and its income 
stream, once it became an independent entity in 
1889, was probably a critical factor (Clarke, 1992). 
There may also have been continuing friction from 
the dissident Committee members involved in the 
infamous ‘1892 affair’. We surmise that it was a 
combination of factors that led Dudley Eglinton to 
resign. He may have reflected that on 12 October 
1896 he would turn 46, and it was time for a change 
while he was still young enough to take on a new 
challenge.

Dudley Eglinton married twice during these 
years. He married Eveline Stanley Phelan (1858–
1883) on 22 April 1879, but she died from tuber-
culosis on 18 April 1883, four days before their 
fourth wedding anniversary. Sadly, she was only 
in her mid-20s. Four years later, on 11 April 1887, 
he married Irish-born Martha Shirlow (1861–1919). 
They had eight children, five of whom survived 
him. Martha died on 30 October 1919. 

Teacher, Writer and Lecturer 
A newspaper advertisement dated 24 August 1897 
(Anon., 1897) advises “Private School and Eve
ning Classes” at “Concord”, Merivale Street, South 
Brisbane, but it appears that Eglinton moved from 
these premises, the house being advertised for 
rent on 11 January 1898 (Anon., 1898). The Post 
Office record for 1897–1898 also has him at this 
address. He may have lived on-site with his family. 
Alternatively, he may have been looking after his 
ailing father, the Reverend William Eglinton (ca 
1818–1898) in Church Street, Toowong, in which 
case the Merivale Street house was merely a busi-
ness address. To add further confusion, he is listed 
at the Church Street address in Australian City 
Directories for 1894 and 1896. 

There is also a reference in the Eglinton family 
papers to a “… school roll book listing students who 
attended Dudley Eglinton’s private school for youths 
and young ladies that was located on the corner of 
Peel and Stanleys [sic] Streets, [South Brisbane]”. 
This address is compatible with the Post Office entry 

for 1901 which describes him as a “teacher”. In 1902, 
Dudley Eglinton’s postal address was Ipswich Road, 
Woolloongabba; then, in 1903, Jeays Street, Bowen 
Hills; in 1905, Markwell Street, Bowen Hills; and in 
1907, Gladstone Road, Highgate Hill. Clearly these 
were residential addresses.

Apart from his teaching activities, there is no 
record of later employment except for an intrigu
ing entry in a 1908 list of voters, where a Dudley 
Eglinton of “Woodhope”, Walmsley Street, Kangaroo 
Point, is shown as a “collector” (employed to collect 
debts, tickets, taxes, etc.). Postal records also place 
him at this address between 1908 and 1912. He 
probably owned the Kangaroo Point property, and 
in 1912 may have sold it to purchase ‘Holly Dean’ 
in River Road, Milton, for £400 (K. Eglinton, n.d.). 
This large, well-known house (Figure 3), on an acre 
of ground, first appeared as his residential address in 
the 1913 Commonwealth electoral roll. Thereafter, 
he was described on the electoral rolls as a “writer 
and lecturer”, until 1928 when he was listed as a 
“lecturer”. 

Emerging Interest in Astronomy 
It would seem that Eglinton’s interest in astronomy 
grew through his association with the North Bris
bane School of Arts. After his marriage in 1879, he 
and Eveline lived in Vulture Street, South Brisbane, 
and on clear nights he liked to examine the sky as 
he walked home from work (Anon., 1930), at a time 
when light pollution had yet to become an issue. 
However, there is no evidence that he observed 
the 1874 or 1882 transits of Venus, both of which 
were well publicised (Lomb, 2011; Orchiston, 
2004). In 1882, south-eastern Queensland was 
covered by clouds on the vital day (Orchiston & 
Darlington, 2017).

In 1912, Eglinton was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Astronomical Society (F.R.A.S.), nominated 
by Colonel E. F. Plant of Brisbane and seconded by 
Sir Benjamin Stone (1838–1914), a British politician 
and accomplished photographer. Financial circum-
stances forced Eglinton to resign in 1928 (Eglinton, 
1928). Despite claims made by Orchiston (2017, 
and in earlier papers), Eglinton does not appear to 
have had an observatory, or owned an astronomical 
telescope. This confusion arose because Eglinton 
was instrumental in obtaining a 12-inch reflector in 
1919 (detailed later) and installing it on the roof of 
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the Old Fire Brigade Building; however, he did not 
own the instrument. Various directories show him 
at 10 different Brisbane addresses between 1888 
and 1913, and given the frequency that he shifted 
residences, he could not have maintained an obser-
vatory for very long.

Like other amateur astronomers throughout  
Australia at this time, Eglinton was a populariser 
(Orchiston, 1991; 1997a), and his dogged deter-
mination largely sustained public interest in 
astronomy in Brisbane from 1896 until 1925, and 
to some extent thereafter, even though blindness 
had overtaken him.

The Twilight Years
The cause and date of Eglinton’s blindness are 
uncertain, but family records indicate his sight 
was almost gone when he visited his son Eric 
in Toowoomba in 1923, and he certainly was 
totally blind by mid-1925. It has been claimed 
that his blindness was due to telescopic observa-
tions (Anon., 1937a; Anon., 1937b), but he was an 
experienced observer so this is unlikely. A medical 

condition is more likely, particularly as both eyes 
were affected. It could have been genetic, since 
at least two of his sons suffered from eyesight 
problems (K. Eglinton, pers. comm., 2020), but 
without access to ophthalmic records the cause of 
Eglington’s blindness remains unknown.

Certainly he was afflicted by 21st July 1925 
when a partial eclipse of the Sun was visible from 
sunrise in Brisbane. Eglinton (1925) stated: 

I should be glad if you would inform your 
readers that my want of eyesight prevented my 
seeing more exact particulars concerning the 
places from which the eclipse would be notice-
able. Observations made by a friend at Toowong 
… revealed … that the Sun’s face was in no way 
marred by any interposition of the Moon … 

When he was already blind, Dudley Eglinton 
married for the third time, on 4 August 1926 
(Figure 4). His bride was Anna Catherine Sophia 
Nicholson, who was born on 16 January 1861 and 
was 87 when she died on 16 October 1948, having 
outlived Eglinton by 11 years. 

Figure 3. ‘Holly Dean’ in River Road, Auchenflower (Source: State Library of Queensland). 








































