
  

The Royal Society of Queensland 
PO Box 6021, St Lucia, St Lucia, Qld 4067 

Representing Queensland learned inquiry since 1884 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Keynote presentation by Dr Malcolm McDonald Consultant Physician and 

Senior Clinical Research Fellow, Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention, James Cook University 
 

Light lunch from 12.00 noon, Dr McDonald and plenary Q&A from 12.30 – 1.30 PM, then 
refreshments. From 1.45 PM, expert panellists will speak briefly, leading into a roundtable 
in brainstorm format. Panellists: 

 Dr Joseph McDowall, Executive Director (Research), CREATE Foundation; 

 Toni Craig (Churchill Fellow), Youth Justice Strategy, Department of Child Safety, 
Youth and Women; 

 Sarah Amos, Director of Economics and Policy, PwC on managing welfare spend. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Are we all born equal? How early in life (or in the womb) is our life trajectory set? Are poor life skills 
the product of our upbringing, or genetically predetermined? What factors most dispose teenagers 
to end in gaol? Which preconditions of ill health in young people are most fundamental and most 
ripe for remedial investment? Does out-of-home care lead youngsters to an unstable, unhealthy life 
or do behavioural problems lead to separation from family? 
 

The interest of the Royal Society of Queensland in community health dates back to its foundation. 
The first paper it published was on asphyxia, the second on ventilation of buildings. Other early 
papers covered public sanitation and Brisbane’s water supply. Nowadays, the Society advocates for 
‘scientific method’, a process of tracing cause and effect that is essential for community health. 
 

The event is open to the public and free. It will particularly suit health professionals, public 
servants, business people, scholarly experts and members of civil society engaged in policy 
formulation. Attendees are requested to register for catering and venue management purposes. 
The session will operate under Chatham House rule (no discussion attributed without consent). 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE DISADVANTAGE OF YOUTH: 
Can teenagers be held responsible for their actions? 

Lunchtime Forum and Roundtable 
12 for 12:30 PM – 5.00 PM, Thursday 9 August, 2018 

Kirra Room, Floor 22, Pricewaterhouse Coopers, 480 Queen St Brisbane. 

Register via Eventbrite:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-disadvantage-
of-youth-tickets-46786169693  
 
Further information: www.royalsocietyqld.org.au  
Policy: President Geoff Edwards:  tel. 04 8850 5887 
president@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

Logistics including diet: PWC Ryan Webb ryan.webb@pwc.com  

This is the fourth forum in a series hosted by the Society aiming to bridge science and 

policy. It is sponsored by PricewaterhouseCoopers, a global professional services firm 
having the purpose of building trust in society and solving important problems. They bring 
the power of a global network of firms to help Australian businesses, not-for-profit 
organisations and governments to assess performance and improve the way they work. 
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