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Members’ Newsletter 2022 No. 10 
 

Specific opportunities to contribute are highlighted 
 

Top billing: Volunteer(s) needed urgently to market the Headline event 

 

This should be a worthwhile networking event and all members are encouraged to 
attend. At the present rate of registrations, the Society will not cover the fixed 

costs of the meeting venue. A volunteer or volunteers are urgently needed to 

market this event. A member with a background in the social sciences, humanities 
or literature would be particularly welcome. A flyer is attached so that it can be 

distributed separately from the Newsletter. 

 
Members please also give special attention to the “Society Affairs” section 

below. Leadership of the Society is to be refreshed. 

 

Headline Society Event – 28 September 2022 
Award for Writing on Social Change 

 

Join us at 5 PM on Wednesday 28 September, when celebrated author David 
Malouf will present the $10,000 award for Business and Society writing on social 

change in the Recital Hall of the Queensland Conservatorium of Music, 140 Grey 

St, Southbank.  

 
This award aims to encourage Australian and New Zealand writing to promote 

positive social change that improves and promotes a more just society.  

 
A stimulating evening beckons, with short presentations from eminent speakers 

offering insights, including: 

• A/Prof Wendy Scaife, Philanthropy and giving: supporting social change 
in Australia 

• Prof Sharyn Rundle-Thiele, Social change: How can marketing help? 

• Peter Denham, How museums contribute to community understanding of 

cultural change 
• Bruce Piasecki, US philanthropist who funded this award: Doing more 

with less: the new way to wealth  

 
This awards event is jointly hosted by The Royal Society of Queensland and The 

Royal Societies of Australia. 

 
Queensland Conservatorium of Music, at 4:30 pm for 5:00 pm. Light 

refreshments to follow. 

 

Tickets are available via Eventbrite. For more information, including the program, 
see the dedicated page on the Society’s web site. 

 

 

 

The Royal Society of Queensland 
PO Box 6021, St Lucia, Queensland 4067, Australia 

General enquiries rsocqld@gmail.com 

ABN 64 658 824 035 

 
11 September 2022 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/award-for-outstanding-writing-on-social-change-tickets-406145561307
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/award-social-change/
mailto:rsocqld@gmail.com
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Software glitch in Eventbrite 

There is a glitch in the software of the registration website Eventbrite, which for 
some current events (unfortunately, including ours), requests a five-digit ZIP 

Code from registrants. Eventbrite’s engineers are working to fix the software and 

it may be remedied by the time you read this Newsletter. If not, please simply 

insert a zero after your four-digit Australian postcode and proceed to registration. 
 

Koalas on St Bee's by Dr Alistair Melzer 

 

Society member Dr Alistair Melzer has featured prominently in a press report of 

recent research investigating why the numbers of koalas on this tropical island off 
Mackay’s coast have been fluctuating. The tentative conclusion is that fluctuations 

are linked to climate variability and not disease or overpopulation, as has been 

the case elsewhere. 
 

The ABC has the story. Congratulations, Alistair on your continued investment of 

time and energy into this important field of research. 

 

John Sinclair Lecture by Prof Ian Lowe 

 
There will be a lecture by Society member and distinguished scientist Prof Ian 

Lowe to commemorate the life of Dr John Sinclair. Dr Sinclair AO was one of 

the outstanding environmental activists of our time. Purchase tickets on 
Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/john-sinclair-memorial-lecture-

tickets-398718877897?aff=efbneb 

 

Hosted by the Fraser Island Defenders’ Organisation. 
 

Saturday 24 September 2:00-4:30 PM 

 
Lecture Theatre 7, at 90 Sippy Downs Drive, Sippy Downs QLD 4556. 

 

Evidence-informed decision-making in 
Canada: How a grassroots movement restored 

respect for science 

 

“The wilful exclusion of science from policy decisions and the muzzling of 

government scientists eventually sparked a rebellion by scientists and their 
supporters, leading to the creation of Evidence for Democracy (E4D). Canada’s 

grassroots movement eventually restored evidence-informed decision-making 

(EIDM) in government.” 

 
Read this significant document via E4D’s website: 

 

https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/en/research/reports/evidence-informed-
decision-making-canada-how-grassroots-movement-restored-respect  

 

Question for members: Should the Society take on a similar (and non-partisan) 
campaign in Queensland? 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-09-04/island-mystery-st-bees-koala-population-remains-focus-research/101390006
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/john-sinclair-memorial-lecture-tickets-398718877897?aff=efbneb
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/john-sinclair-memorial-lecture-tickets-398718877897?aff=efbneb
https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/en/research/reports/evidence-informed-decision-making-canada-how-grassroots-movement-restored-respect
https://evidencefordemocracy.ca/en/research/reports/evidence-informed-decision-making-canada-how-grassroots-movement-restored-respect
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Economists’ alert 

 

Council member Col Lynam, co-author of a paper on coal seam gas that has been 

accepted for volume 131 and will appear on our website has asked: 
 

Is there an economic index that compares Queensland’s rush for oil and gas 

royalties (short-term) with the benefits of long-term agricultural food 

production? Is any member aware of research that quantifies long-term 
reparations and remediation that will be due on account of the coal seam gas 

industry? 

 
Any takers for this challenge? 

 

Proceedings 131, Now 132 is open 

Our Honorary Editor Justyna Miszkiewicz has accepted five substantive papers 

and six early-career research abstracts, already published on our website, 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/proceedings-131/ ; and has advised that more are 
on the way. 

 

The Guide to Authors for next year’s volume 132, has now been finalised and is 
online. For new members, please note that the scope of the journal is a little 

different from the scope of the Society. This scope has not been changed from 

volume 131. 
 

Preventative well-being 

 

Vice-President, Policy Geoff Edwards is inching towards a model of preventative 

health via the Society’s website: 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/community-health/a-model-for-
preventative-well-being/. The latest section proposes a “feasible path” or 

precondition framework for achieving progress in a complex sphere of public policy. 

Please take a peek at this seed page and contact Geoff if you have any feedback. 
 

Geoff met with Em. Prof Ian Lowe and member David McKellar in July to discuss 

an approach to the State Government’s Health and Wellbeing unit for partnership. 
An interview with senior officers of HWQ was held on 3 August. Geoff will approach 

those Society members who have indicated an interest in something medical with 

a view to improving the rate of progress with this potentially important initiative. 

 

“Humanity’s Moment” 

 
“When climate scientist Joëlle Gergis set to work on the United Nations’ 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report, the 

research she encountered kept her up at night. Through countless hours spent 
with the world’s top scientists to piece together the latest global assessment of 

climate change, she realised that the impacts were occurring faster than anyone 

had predicted. 

 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/proceedings-131/
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/community-health/a-model-for-preventative-well-being/
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/community-health/a-model-for-preventative-well-being/
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“In Humanity’s Moment, Joëlle takes us through the science in the IPCC report 

with unflinching honesty, explaining what it means for our future, while sharing 
her personal reflections on bearing witness to the heartbreak of the climate 

emergency unfolding in real time. But this is not a lament for a lost world. It is an 

inspiring reminder that human history is an endless tug-of-war for social justice. 

We are each a part of an eternal evolutionary force that can transform our world. 
 

“Joëlle shows us that the solutions we need to live sustainably already exist – we 

just need the social movement and political will to create a better world. This book 
is a climate scientist’s guide to rekindling hope, and a call to action to restore our 

relationship with ourselves, each other and our planet.” 

 
Read more about Humanity’s Moment : A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope on the 

website of publisher Black Inc. 

https://www.blackincbooks.com.au/books/humanity-s-moment  

 
For more on some scientists’ challenging views on climate, see another ABC 

article: 

 
IPCC reports are a climate science beacon. So why do these scientists say they 

have to stop? 

 
“Fed up with what they saw as inaction by policymakers, three climate change 

scientists called on their colleagues to withdraw from the Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change reporting process.” 

 

Coal Seam Gas – A new initiative? 

 
Four of our members have recently completed a paper on the coal seam gas 

industry, pointing out the damage to aquifers, the soil surface, fertile cropping 

land and other assets. The paper will be published in volume 131 as soon as 
typesetting has been completed. The lead author Dr Peter Dart has suggested 

that we open an initiative in the form of a “knowledge repository” for information 

about this industry. 

 
Taking up this initiative does not necessarily mean that action on any of the other 

initiatives will be delayed or compromised, as different member volunteers can be 

involved. Would members like to feed back on the desirability of establishing a 
dedicated webpage for knowledge about this industry? 

 

Food and Technology 

The organisers have extended a warm invitation to join their signature event “4th 

Edition of Euro-Global Conference on Food Science and Technology” which 

will take place as an Online Event during September 12-13, 2022 and will be 

focused on the theme “Harnessing the Latest Innovations and Laying Foreground 

for Future of Food Science and Technology”. 

For further details related to the event, visit: Conference Website 

“The ultimate purpose of the congress is to convene people at the forefront which 

includes researchers, scientists, academicians, and young scholars to discuss and 

share information in the rapidly evolving field.” 

https://www.blackincbooks.com.au/books/humanity-s-moment
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2022-09-04/climate-change-ipcc-reports-scientists-withdraw-support/101357920
https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2022-09-04/climate-change-ipcc-reports-scientists-withdraw-support/101357920
http://delivery.magnusmeets.com/YBNDSCRFH?id=85514=dBgCUlsDVAgGHQNXAAIHAVIBBAAIUlEGDlRRUgxYVg5UVVABAFcDCQIDUQUBBFJSBVJLCF0UQw9dRUNVSyFAVk4FXhEMVQhcRhhGXwcdDkFQHlYTRFIGVQoFDwkAVwoMBlMCVlUFHVFGFUcJTBwFVltZQQNKGh4OWVZZRUoMV1xDFxwBDFtOYHAvc2AgYSd7CFlTGk5Q&fl=XxBGEhAMThZHElYeAFwPVVJCUghbBkNNW15aH18OXV0=
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Ecological Society Conference 

ESA-SCBO 2022 will be co-hosted by the Society for Conservation Biology Oceania 

on Dharawal country (Wollongong, NSW) from 28 November to 2 December 2022. 
 

Registrations are currently open, with early bird tickets closing 16 

September! 

 
You can find all the information you need on the conference website, including the 

preliminary program, symposia, workshops and field trips 

 

Go to the conference grants page  

 

Visit the conference website  

 

 

SEQ Community planning forum 15 October 

 

Member, Dr Philippa England has been instrumental in organising a forum on 

15 October. 
 

https://seqalliance.org/2022/08/31/community-planning-forum-15-october-2/ 

 

A keynote speaker from DSDILGP - Mr Martin Reason, Executive Director, 
Regional and Spatial Planning – has been arranged. 

 

“Explore key planning issues affecting communities across Southeast Queensland 
at a one day forum hosted by the Southeast Queensland Community Alliance in 

cooperation with Griffith University. For more information about the event or 

environmental planning in general, see the SEQ Alliance website:  seqalliance.org. 

 
 

2022 Sustainability Research and Innovation 

Congress Now Online 

 

Watch sessions 

 

The 2022 Sustainability Research and Innovation Congress (SRI2022) is now open 
access. Watch over 200 transdisciplinary sessions tackling some of the greatest 

sustainability challenges and highlighting new knowledge from all over the world. 

 
The second edition of SRI held in Pretoria, South Africa, and online in June 2022 

attracted nearly 2000 participants from more than 100 countries on six 

continents. This truly global convening brought together experts from academia, 
industry, business and civil society, working to connect knowledge to action and 

https://ecolsoc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=501aa4ecb030631acc3150445&id=a2b94d73fd&e=accac502a8
https://ecolsoc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=501aa4ecb030631acc3150445&id=5b0e9cb56d&e=accac502a8
https://ecolsoc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=501aa4ecb030631acc3150445&id=84dd7b9e55&e=accac502a8
https://ecolsoc.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=501aa4ecb030631acc3150445&id=29044bf532&e=accac502a8
https://seqalliance.org/2022/08/31/community-planning-forum-15-october-2/
http://seqalliance.org/
https://sri2021.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8caa56032e4089b1acc045ba&id=eafd07a13e&e=2cbadfa3d7
https://sri2021.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8caa56032e4089b1acc045ba&id=5c175a64a7&e=2cbadfa3d7
https://sri2021.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8caa56032e4089b1acc045ba&id=5c175a64a7&e=2cbadfa3d7
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move the needle in sustainability. Capture the highlights of SRI2022 by exploring 

the rich archive of session recordings. 
 

Across outback Queensland, Great Artesian 

Basin water is surfacing where it has never 
been seen before 

 
The success of the joint governments’ bore capping and piping program, with 

fortuitous east coast heavy rain that has been recharging upstream aquifers 

extensively, has brought many previously unrecognised springs in the GAB area to 

life. The ABC has the story. 
 

The ecological value of these springs was extensively reported in our own 

Proceedings 126. 
 

 

Enhancing the value of water: 

From my reading 

 

Member Dr Donnell Davis has drawn attention to a most excellent Editorial 

introducing an issue of the Australasian Journal of Water Resources, Volume 26, 
Issue 1, 2022: 

 

Enhancing the value of water: the need to start from somewhere else. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13241583.2022.2088138.  

 

The volume highlights the poverty of contemporary national policy and the 

unidimensional nature of water markets as a vehicle for achieving human needs, 
let alone reconciling economic and other objectives. 

 

Climate Expert Panel and Public Forum 

 

The Royal Geographical Society of Queensland, in conjunction with the University 
of Queensland's School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, is planning to 

resurrect a climate expert panel and public forum previously scheduled for April 

2021 (in collaboration with the Society). It will be on Saturday 29 October. More 
soon. 

 

EcoSummit 2023 

 

Building a sustainable and desirable future Gold Coast 13-17 June 2023 

 
Abstract submission is now open for EcoSummit 2023. Oral and poster abstracts 

are invited for presentation either in a general session on the conference 

topics or in a Symposium on the session titles.  
 

Submit your abstract here Deadline: 16 December 2022 

https://sri2021.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e8caa56032e4089b1acc045ba&id=4651a6209c&e=2cbadfa3d7
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2022-08-17/emerging-springs-across-queenslands-great-artesian-basin/101260220
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13241583.2022.2088138
https://t.author.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h46c430c7,128fee60,e6b4b33&e=dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVNUTUpfMTY3Nzc0X0NPTkZfTkVXU19SRUcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fYWNpZD0yNDM5ODA2MzQmU0lTX0lEPSZkZ2NpZD1TVE1KXzE2Nzc3NF9DT05GX05FV1NfUkVHJkNNWF9JRD0mdXRtX2luPURNMjg3OTAxJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9QUNf&s=E6JmzpY655NTaXcwhrmB5DeJlHq5gUpTAWNBdiVtv3M
https://t.author.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h46c430c7,128fee60,e6b4b34&e=dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVNUTUpfMTY3Nzc0X0NPTkZfTkVXU19SRUcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fYWNpZD0yNDM5ODA2MzQmU0lTX0lEPSZkZ2NpZD1TVE1KXzE2Nzc3NF9DT05GX05FV1NfUkVHJkNNWF9JRD0mdXRtX2luPURNMjg3OTAxJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9QUNf&s=4qRFrYQeM-B81wJCi-sxSMOj2KGTTZzr_yfw5Hewap4
https://t.author.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h46c430c7,128fee60,e6b4b34&e=dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVNUTUpfMTY3Nzc0X0NPTkZfTkVXU19SRUcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fYWNpZD0yNDM5ODA2MzQmU0lTX0lEPSZkZ2NpZD1TVE1KXzE2Nzc3NF9DT05GX05FV1NfUkVHJkNNWF9JRD0mdXRtX2luPURNMjg3OTAxJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9QUNf&s=4qRFrYQeM-B81wJCi-sxSMOj2KGTTZzr_yfw5Hewap4
https://t.author.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h46c430c7,128fee60,e6b4b35&e=dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVNUTUpfMTY3Nzc0X0NPTkZfTkVXU19SRUcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fYWNpZD0yNDM5ODA2MzQmU0lTX0lEPSZkZ2NpZD1TVE1KXzE2Nzc3NF9DT05GX05FV1NfUkVHJkNNWF9JRD0mdXRtX2luPURNMjg3OTAxJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9QUNf&s=sq9XL2gW-ZINDblveiKoxCfwGcQPfg0emauxrwVLf5I
https://t.author.email.elsevier.com/r/?id=h46c430c7,128fee60,e6b4b36&e=dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVNUTUpfMTY3Nzc0X0NPTkZfTkVXU19SRUcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fYWNpZD0yNDM5ODA2MzQmU0lTX0lEPSZkZ2NpZD1TVE1KXzE2Nzc3NF9DT05GX05FV1NfUkVHJkNNWF9JRD0mdXRtX2luPURNMjg3OTAxJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9QUNf&s=F5LG8n0ExWVc4iAwYWcJUPDZBZyRctcpcso-yvoclZw
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Society Affairs 

 

On Saturday 18 June, Councillors and a small number of other engaged members 

gathered at a meeting room at the University of Queensland to discuss the 
Society’s activities for the forthcoming year. 

 

Mission 

One highlight was a review of the Society’s mission, resulting in a general 
consensus to remove the focus in its Constitution on the natural sciences and 

embrace the capturing of knowledge in all fields of organised scholarship. The 

next item has the details and all members are invited to comment before Council 
formally considers adopting this wording. 

 

Fundraising 
Another primary focus of the event was fundraising. The Society has no 

cushioning in its bank account and has yet to pay for the costs of printing, volume 

131, this year’s annual edition. The Society urgently needs a member or members 

with connections to the philanthropic or business communities to strengthen its 
fundraising efforts. 

 

Leadership positions must be renewed 
I am convinced that the Society must renew its leadership at the next AGM if not 

earlier. Both the Vice-President-Policy, Dr Geoff Edwards and I wish to surrender 

the corporate workload and return to our scholarship and writing. Geoff has made 
slow progress in particular with the preventative health initiative because of the 

administrative workload and has many other writing tasks in mind. I wish to 

complete the work I am doing under my adjunctship at the University of the 

Sunshine Coast. 
 

We have a sizeable pool of members who are very active and contributing 

mightily to the advancement of Queensland science via the Society’s work 
program. I’m reluctant to name many because I would inevitably miss some 

deserving names. But I will mention two, A/Prof. Julien Louys and Dr Justyna 
Miszkiewicz who have between them agreed to edit the annual Proceedings for a 

third year. The quality of the journal is the primary manifestation of the Society’s 
mission to “uphold the standards of scientific endeavour”. I can personally attest 

to the meticulous care that Justyna has taken this year to ensure that 

manuscripts reach a high standard and that the Proceedings is worthy of its 
reputation. We do not remunerate our Editors, which means that it is very much a 

labour of love. 

 
The people who are contributing most actively, including all members of the 

current Council, are too busy to take on new roles for projects, which means that 

our work program at present seems static. While we warmly welcome members 

who wish to simply remain passive (perhaps because they are busy in their own 
spheres), I’m concerned that the Society must continually demonstrate its public 

and professional value to these members and this is difficult to justify if they 

believe that the work program is static. Hence this appeal to the pool of members 
with some discretionary time who could be more heavily engaged, with benefits to 

themselves and to our mission. 

 
Our membership numbers have been static for several years, hovering around 

130. We have a steady feed of new members balanced by the loss of a 

comparable number each year. It is vital that we identify some members who are 
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willing to re-energise previous initiatives or take on new ones. The Society is an 

excellent platform for knowledge activity, given it is not beholden to sectoral 
interests, has no commercial conflicts, operates active websites including one of 

general science and publishes a journal. Further, its membership includes many 

senior people able to guide and mentor early career scientists and others. 

 
In summary, the leadership of the senior scientific academy in Queensland is 

available. Both Geoff and I are willing to remain on Council (if re-elected at the 

AGM) to support incoming leaders. All the roles that we both now currently take 
can be redistributed: a new President or Vice-President does not need to copy our 

working style. 

 

Society’s mission – 18 June revision 

 
One of the significant outcomes was a review of the Society’s mission, which is set 

out in a preamble to the Constitution (available on our website:  

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/about-us/ ). 

 

Foreword  
The Royal Society of Queensland was inaugurated in January 1884 through it was not until 

1885 that royal assent was given to use the name. The Society was born out of the 

Philosophical Society of Queensland which was founded in 1859, the year Queensland was 

proclaimed a separate colony. The Philosophical Society of Queensland became 

amalgamated with the Royal Society in 1884 when its assets and property were handed 

over to the newly established Society. Members of the Philosophical Society became life 

members of the new Society.  

 

As the senior scientific organisation in the State, the Royal Society, together with its 

predecessor the Philosophical Society, has played an important part in scientific thought 

and endeavour for more than one hundred years. Initially, some volumes of Transactions 

were published, and since 1884 and annual volume of Proceedings has been issued 

containing papers covering a wide field of research. In exchange for the Proceedings, the 

Society receives publications from all parts of the world and has, by this means, formed a 

very important collection of scientific literature, which is now housed in the Queensland 

Museum Library.  

 

The aims of the Society are wide. It seeks to further the progress of science by the 

encouragement of original research and the publication of results. It also has a major role in 

countering the ill-effects of increasing specialisation: the Society provides a means for both 

scientists and laymen to meet to keep themselves informed of the many aspects of the 

current progress in science.  

 

Scientific meetings are held each year covering a wide range of topics. Members and 

visitors are given full opportunity to participate in discussions arising from the addresses, 

symposia or exhibits presented at meetings.  

 

Brisbane, August 1988  

Amended 24 March 2017 

 
The purpose can be amended by resolution of the Society and is not specified in the 

Letters Patent under which the Society is incorporated. 

 
 

 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/about-us/
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The new wording tentatively proposed by Council is: 

 
Mission statement 
 
The Royal Society of Queensland – established in 1884 – is the State’s senior scientific 
academy. The Society is a generalist learned organisation, seeking to uphold the 
standards of independent, evidence-led and curiosity-led enquiry. Its membership 
includes some of Queensland’s most eminent researchers, as well as senior policy 
analysts, early-career researchers, people with professional or practitioner expertise in 
a range of disciplines and laypeople with a general interest in the progress of 
organised knowledge. The Society speaks on behalf of Queensland’s scientific 
community as well as a network of others with scholarly expertise, bringing original 
knowledge to the notice of government, business, civil society, academia and the 
general public. 
 
The Society provides platforms for thoughtful people committed to sharing and 
generating knowledge to conduct activities and publish their findings through both 
peer-reviewed and semi-popular web-based outlets. 

 

The primary difference compared with the present wording is that the statement 

broadens the scope to all classes of organised knowledge without overly focusing 
on the natural sciences or indeed science in general. The reference to “organised” 

knowledge is intended to exclude material that is not based upon the 

Enlightenment principles of logical examination of evidence. 
 

This statement has not yet been formally adopted by Council resolution. 

 

Recommendation: That members feed back to the Society on whether they are 
comfortable with the above revised wording as the purpose statement for the 

Society. Feedback to whichever member of Council you know personally, or to 

rsocqld@gmail.com . 
 

Monthly Members’ Forums paused 

 

These series of Members’ Online Discussion Forums is on hold for the time being. 

The most recent two were attended primarily by Council members. It’s not certain 

that they are meeting a need of a membership for engagement with the Society. 
 

Expressions of opinion on to the value of a regular forum will be appreciated, as 

with offers to organise them. 
 

 

Paused and unfinished initiatives 

 

During the years since the Society established its website (2013), it has launched 
and accumulated a number of themed initiatives. All but the Rangelands initiative 

(which has its own momentum and website) are listed on our website 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/ .  

 
For any member with the time to commit to furthering any of these subjects, the 

Society can provide a publication platform via the journal or any of our three 

mailto:rsocqld@gmail.com
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/
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websites, expert oversight by Council or experienced members, and networking 

with other members. 
 

 
 

The Society has unfulfilled obligations in relation to: 

 
• the Research Fund (2022 round), to its donors and the founders; 

 

• the Stewardship incentives initiative, to the Royal Societies of Australia and 

the Rangelands Discussion Group; 
 

• preventative well-being, to the sponsors of the three workshops and to the 

speakers and attendees who have generated knowledge that needs to be 
synthesised. 
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The other initiatives can be described as “paused” with intermediate goals 

achieved, but able to be picked up and progressed further by member with the 
time to invest. 

 

Appeal to all members 

 

I warmly invite anyone who might be willing to take on, in particular, the 

presidency or vice presidency, to contact me for a confidential discussion. 
 

The following volunteer roles are available: 

 
❖ President 

 

❖ Vice-President 
 

❖ Event organiser 

 

❖ Newsletter Editor 
 

❖ Queensland Science Network Coordinator (scroll down the website to see 

what a rich source of information it already is) 
 

❖ Content-generator for the Society’s website 

 
❖ Fundraiser 

 

❖ Web administrator (coding not required) 

 
❖ Membership Coordinator-Networker 

 

❖ Leader of an existing paused initiative (see list above) 
 

❖ Leader of a new initiative 

 

❖ Coordinator of the Queensland Policy Network, a special new initiative 
 

❖ Research Assistant for preventative well-being (or any other initiative) 

 
to mention just a few. 

 

 
 

Best wishes 

 

Dr Ross Hynes 
President  

04 2872 1998 

 
Email: President , Vice-President-Policy , Secretary , General Feedback 
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