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Members’ Newsletter 2022 No. 3 
 

Early Career Researcher Showcase, Monthly Discussion Forums & much more 

Specific opportunities to contribute to the Society’s work mission are highlighted 

 

Report on Early Career Researcher (ECR) Showcase 

 

The Early Career Researcher Showcase held on Friday 18 February 2022, 
online was from all accounts a resounding success. The program and abstracts 

of the presenters have been published on a dedicated page on our website. 

 
This was the first such event in our history and certainly the first major public event 

held by the Society online. That it progressed smoothly is a credit to the presenters, 

who all kept to the specified time, had presentations that were fit for purpose and 

were ready to deliver at the appointed stage in the program. 
 

The Society owes a debt of gratitude to Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz, our Honorary 

Editor for 2022, for conceiving of the event and her cheerful and masterful MC’ing. 
Colleagues Dr Peter Dart and Pam Lauder assisted with operating the software 

with no hiccoughs on the Society side. Only one presenter had a problem with 

transmission and Justyna was able to call up and screen a recording of that 

presentation before the event came to an end. Masterful. 
 

The event was opened with a gracious Welcome to Country by Society member 

Bridgette Chilli Davis, Murulla Kabi Kabi First Peoples woman and Traditional 
Owner of Country Jhdungah on the Sunshine Coast. Bridgette did herself and her 

people proud. She was followed by some 15 presenters, with a break halfway. 

 
Personally, I was most impressed by the enthusiasm demonstrated by the 

presenters, their skill with the compilation of PowerPoint slides, their ability to 

answer questions and their general scientific acumen. It was difficult to find any 

shortfall in scientific method in any of the projects. The Society is grateful for the 
time and trouble they all invested in the event. To acknowledge their signature 

contribution, the Society offered free membership for one year (normal cost $50).  

 
The ECR Showcase event demonstrated that Queensland’s scientific research agenda 

is in capable hands. Well done to all. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal Society of Queensland 
PO Box 6021, St Lucia, Queensland 4067, Australia 

General enquiries rsocqld@gmail.com 

ABN 64 658 824 035 

 
2 March 2022 

 

https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/news-events/all-events/showcasing-early-career-researchers/
mailto:rsocqld@gmail.com
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Online Monthly Discussions - Coal Seam Gas 

5 April 
 

Fortified by the success of the online ECR Showcase event, Council at its meeting on 
Thursday 24 February resolved to continue the online discussion forums that 

commenced late last year, on a regular monthly basis. 

 

Last year, the first forum was scheduled on origins science by Phil Andrews, the 
second, by the President Dr Ross Hynes, on an office of science quality integrity and 

the third, by Dr Philippa England, on her proposal for green vouchers to fund 

stewardship on pastoral property. 
 

Dr Peter Dart is scheduled to present on the coal seam gas industry and the emerging 

findings of a small taskforce that is assembling a pair of articles for our journal on the 
destructive consequences of this industry. Please mark Tuesday 5 April, 4:30 PM-6 

PM in your diaries. 

 

Peter Dart is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

 
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://uqz.zoom.us/j/82488407140 

 
Or iPhone one-tap (Australia Toll):  +61280152088, 82488407140# 

 
Or Telephone: 07 3185 3730 Meeting ID: 824 8840 7140  

 

Or Skype for Business (Lync): SIP:82488407140@lync.zoom.us 
 

(The booking has been made from 4:15 PM-6:15 PM, but the discussion won’t 

commence until 4:30 PM). 
 

Vice-President, Policy Dr Geoff Edwards writes: 

Without revealing any secrets about what our colleague might present, I can report 
the content of one of the emails about the coal seam gas industry that has been 

floating around the small task force advising Peter on this theme: 

 

Government/industry is shouting ‘Don’t look up’ and I’ve always said that in 30 
years people could be saying "What were we thinking by allowing it". So my 

reason for being involved is that I don’t want my grandkids to inherit what could 

amount to the results of environmental stupidity. 
 

Don’t Look Up of course, is the title of a notable film from 2021 about environmental 

catastrophe. 
 

Online Monthly Discussions - Any Volunteers for Presenting? 

 

A monthly discussion forum will give an opportunity to about 11 members of the 

Society to present each year. Given that there are about 130 members of the Society, 

that would mean that on average, we need fewer than 1/10 of the members to fill the 
roster. And given that a large percentage of the Society members are still active in 

their scientific careers it should be easy to fill. 

 

https://uqz.zoom.us/j/82488407140
sip:82488407140@lync.zoom.us
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The lucid presentations from early career researchers on 18 February with impressive 

visuals indicated that the skills to present using modern audio-visual technology are 
widely distributed. There are only eight unfilled slots for the remainder of the year. 

Would any member who would be willing to lead a discussion on a subject close to 

their heart, please contact our Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder to have their 
name added to the roster. 

 

“Research reveals shocking detail on how Australia's 

environmental scientists are being silenced” 
 

One of the missions of The Royal Society of Queensland is to uphold the standards of 
independent scientific investigation. The major element of our “upholding” platform 

over the years has been the publication of an independently peer reviewed journal 

with high accessibility. 

 
Recently there has been some public commentary on the suppression of unwelcome 

scientific research. Our behind-the-scenes taskforce on coal seam gas will shortly 

reveal some instances. This is difficult territory for the Society which has long 
maintained its independence from activist campaigns. Further, many claims of 

suppression or victimisation of scientists are entangled with industrial implications, 

which are the province of employee unions. However, the publication of an article in 
The Conversation in 2020 has prompted our Council member Col Lynam to ask 

whether the Society should be doing something in this field:  

 

https://theconversation.com/research-reveals-shocking-detail-on-how-australias-
environmental-scientists-are-being-silenced-140026  

 

It would be possible for the Society to hold a Zoom meeting online to canvass the 
members as to any anecdotes of victimisation in their own personal work 

circumstances and what were the outcomes. We could, for example, dedicate the 

Discussion Forum scheduled for 3 May to hearing of case studies and whether there 

are any actions that the Society should take as a result. These Discussion Forums can 
be confined to members. 

 

Any member who would be willing to speak, on or off the record, on that date, or any 
other date is invited to contact our Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder. 

 

Biological Dynamics of Forest Fragments Project Founder  

 

Thomas E. Lovejoy, one of the world’s most storied conservation biologists, died on 
25 December 2021 at the age of 80. Lovejoy was a renowned expert on biodiversity, 

tropical forests, and climate change who devoted much of his career to working in the 

Amazon, the world’s largest rainforest. Our natural world, and those who study and 

protect it, will be poorer for his loss.  

Tom is known for many things, but perhaps most impressive of all is that he founded 
the Biological Dynamics of Forest Fragments Project—one of the most productive, 

important, and long-lasting research projects ever to exist. The project aims to 

understand the impacts of habitat fragmentation, climate change, and other human 

pressures on the hyper-diverse Amazon rainforest. 

Thanks to member Dr Bill Laurance for drawing this news to our attention. 

 

mailto:admin@royalsocietyqld.org
https://theconversation.com/research-reveals-shocking-detail-on-how-australias-environmental-scientists-are-being-silenced-140026
https://theconversation.com/research-reveals-shocking-detail-on-how-australias-environmental-scientists-are-being-silenced-140026
mailto:admin@royalsocietyqld.org
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World Science Festival tickets on sale 

 

According to the Festival’s website, https://www.worldsciencefestival.com.au/, some 

130 events are scheduled for this year’s Festival. 

 
Our intention to list one of the signature events here was curtailed when the “Sold 

out” notice went on their website! 

 

Contemporary Issues in Land Use Planning 

 

Email exchange in February 2022 between Vice-President Geoff Edwards and Jelena 

Vrdoljak, Author Service Manager, IntechOpen, Croatia and London: 
 

IntechOpen (unsolicited): 

“Due to your involvement in the field and the research you published in your paper, 

“As if for 1000 years: A land-use planning authority for Queensland,” IntechOpen 
invites you to contribute a chapter to “Contemporary Issues in Land Use Planning,” 

an Open Access book. Work with an internationally recognized peer group and gain 

increased visibility for your published work.” 
 

Vice-President: 

“Does your firm charge authors?” 

 
IntechOpen: 

“I understand that the fee has a great impact on your decision. 

 
“Our publishing fee is 1400GBP [~$A2600] per chapter, but it includes Publishing 

Services (UK ISBN, DOI, Peer Review, English language proofreading, Indexing, CC 

license, and more), Readership Reporting Of Your Chapter, Print And Distribution and 
Promotion Of Your Chapter. 

 

“Furthermore, I understand that the fee could be a challenge, but you do not have to 

pay it by yourself. Moreover, you could check within your institution and see if they 
already have funds for projects like this one. Also, after you write a chapter proposal 

(100 - 150 words), and the editor approves it, we could negotiate a price that is 

acceptable for both sides. 
 

Vice-President: 

“The Editor of the Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland will consider any 
article I write on this subject and if it survives peer review, will publish it open access 

free of charge with all the Publishing Services you mention. So, no thanks.” 

 

Note to members: 
Most members who are active in their research careers receive unsolicited 

approaches like this routinely. I mention it here simply because the email exchange 

shows the economic value of the services that our Honorary Editor, peer reviewers, 
authors and office bearers perform free of charge in the interests of science. 

However, unless we can find a generous philanthropist, if we are to continue to offer 

this service free to the science community, we will be obliged to continue spending 
all of our membership fees on publication, leaving no discretionary income for other 

aspects of our strategic agenda. 

 

https://www.worldsciencefestival.com.au/
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By the way, the copy deadline for the 2022 issue is rapidly approaching. Members 

please fish out those manuscripts. 
 

Global Conference on Food Science and Nutrition 

March 24-26, 2022 | GCFN Virtual 2022 
 

Are you ready with your research to share it with your peers? Join us on 

“Global Conference on Food Science and Nutrition (GCFN Virtual 2022)” 
which is scheduled during 24-26 March 2022? 

 

The purpose of this global virtual conference is to share knowledge with all 
those whose interests lie in the stream of Food Science and Nutrition. The 

conference will include diverse scientific sessions talking about “Emphasizing 

Current Improvements in Food Science and Nutrition”. 

 
Access to all presentations 

E-Abstract book of all accepted abstracts 

E-Certificate for presentation and participation 
Promotion in conference website and social media 

Access to all participants’ mailing list 

For details you can visit the website:  

Food Science and Nutrition  

 

 
GCFN Virtual 2022 provides a virtual platform to share all your latest updates, 

and research related to Food Science and Nutrition. 

 
You are welcome to participate, and if you wish to you can submit abstract for a 

symposium, an oral presentation, a workshop or a poster. 

 
Chris Michael | Conference Manager 

GCFN Virtual 2022 

Email: Foodscience@irisscientificgroup.org 

Phone: +1 (214) 731-7766 
WhatsApp: +1 (214) 736- 3454  

 

What are the key issues for regional, rural and remote 

Australia in 2022? 
 

SEGRA is recognised as Australia's most credible independent voice on issues 
affecting regional, rural and remote Australia. SEGRA is informed by a National 

Steering Committee bringing together all the States of Australia and the Northern 

Territory with a breadth of experience at senior levels in government, research, 
business and not for profit.  

 

In this webinar, the SEGRA National Steering Committee reflected on what they see 

as the key issues for regional Australia in 2022. 
 

Reflection on Key Issues 1 March 2022 

Register here 
(Too late to register now but it is understood that the link will remain open for papers 

subsequently). Topics included were:  

https://12i1u.trk.elasticemail.com/tracking/click?d=X9tAe5EzjRMfbXH7rld7eJq1Iaqj6oajdxCo4PZ5STZGfOEe-uHhSDNOUCNuJR431NAgDBRskKcF9JmMPhsxg6VYR4rXHL4JbHOsRbyr_WnwGjPIKrvCRnj8e_GUb5YoX70jtV8LJpKSBcKYE9uVR_RbHTJBVGGSDXGkaxtvQ1sNXbY6LVodDxIKoI8uNxrKrvvsO8fgPQyu_0ybHHvyAVBcrRndmP2-9RPFbCmKeccEOFNSVj45QAexTwKYiwenme3Ua_9F-1Hfft9jkrYq03i73hg5ZUC5G8CePjDAeszI0
https://12i1u.trk.elasticemail.com/tracking/click?d=X9tAe5EzjRMfbXH7rld7eJq1Iaqj6oajdxCo4PZ5STZGfOEe-uHhSDNOUCNuJR431NAgDBRskKcF9JmMPhsxg6VYR4rXHL4JbHOsRbyr_WnwGjPIKrvCRnj8e_GUb5YofaVsnNwubsnOnUm7mNVS7q3EmPzOe92XA69hUN2ic9pFqqGIaSRDTqHEOmqxYDTwz8UUDBGB6sTrTEwovG84jZLxsf9X3UxTXAMRw3Abb3M2FE-HtMz22WqfNo3FOXCrYd3WlebPhCfCg7G3hPmru55TlhpLDvxriqu10oW42RR20
https://managementsolutions.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf80c5b8cbf09df66a36ab759&id=dfc0b2e44b&e=756c6c34cd
https://managementsolutions.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf80c5b8cbf09df66a36ab759&id=dfc0b2e44b&e=756c6c34cd
https://managementsolutions.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf80c5b8cbf09df66a36ab759&id=50de7f705f&e=756c6c34cd
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• COVID 19 

• Community Services 
• Economic Development 

• Indigenous Development 

• Sustainability 
• Population 

• Housing 

• Political Commitment. 

 
Sustainable Futures Masterclass  

15 March 2022 

Register here 

 
Changing climatic conditions and water resources management have featured as 

topics on SEGRA Conference programs since 2005. SEGRA ‘Regional Challenge’ 

sessions for the 2013, 2014 and 2015 conferences provided an opportunity to take 
these topics from talking points towards being on-the-ground actions. 

 

The 2015 ‘challenge’ was operationalised by ILWS-CSU and the SEGRA Foundation 

as the Secure and Safe Domestic Water (SSDW) Project and from 2016 to 2021 was 
carried out in three phases: piloting the methodology in Etheridge Shire Council 

(ESC) and the Gulf Region of Far North Queensland; Local Government and 

community consultation in the Murray Darling Basin (MDB); and the Increasing 
Resilience to Climate Change (BSC-IRCC) Demonstration Project in Balranald Shire in 

NSW. 

 
Literature review, governmental and stakeholder consultations and water quality 

focused surveys confirmed that in the rural and remote regional study areas: 

• sufficiency and quality of private water resources used for domestic purposes on 

properties is largely unknown 

• potential health risks arising from this situation are poorly dimensioned and 
understood by stakeholders 

• prolonged drought and heat waves arising from changing climatic conditions 

exacerbate the situation 
• there appears to be neither leadership nor political will to address the issues 

relating to SSDW 

• no resources are available to rural and remote towns and property holders or 
Aboriginal communities to enable people to ensure that water supplies are 

adequate and not a health risk 

• professional capacity and capability to address SSDW is limited 

• two-way communications with strong feedback loops are needed to raise 
community awareness and catalyse action 

• consistent community leadership, championing, committed governance, and 

dedicated resources were missing ingredients needed to address the SSDW 

challenge. 

This masterclass will look at the simple water science techniques used, 

communication strategies, surveys and stakeholder consultation strategies (expert, 

community and government). Under the guidance of two eminent scientists. 

 
 

 

Max Finlayson 
Prof Max Finlayson is a renowned wetland ecologist with extensive experience 

nationally and internationally in the science and management responses to water 

https://managementsolutions.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf80c5b8cbf09df66a36ab759&id=975010781d&e=756c6c34cd
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pollution, mining and agricultural impacts, invasive species, climate change, and 

human well-being and wetlands. 
 

Peter Waterman 

Adjunct Professor Peter Waterman is an environmental planner with over 46 years of 
practical experience working for governmental and private sector clients and is a 

member of The Royal Society of Queensland. Professional work has encompassed: 

• strategic and statutory planning 

• intergovernmental relations 
• environmental research (physical, biological, social, economic and cultural); 

public and environmental health, and 

• natural resource and environmental management 

• sustainable regional development. 

Adjunct Prof. Peter’s qualifications are in geography, social science, urban planning 
and environmental management. He holds Adjunct Professorial positions at Charles 

Stuart University and the Queensland University of Technology and the University of 

the Sunshine Coast. 

 

“Preventative health” 

 

Vice-President, Policy Dr Geoff Edwards writes: 
 

Long-standing members will know that we have foreshadowed activity in this field 

several times. The pressure of more urgent business repeatedly seems to push aside 
work on this important theme. I appeal to members, especially new members who 

would like to build their scientific network, to contact me to discuss ways in which 

they can free up the time of the present office bearers to tackle ‘preventative health’. 

 
That name alone is worthy of a debate. We have vacillated between ’health’ and 

‘well-being’ as the primary theme, and between the following optional titles: 

 
‘Linking Scientific Knowledge with Policy in Public Health’ 

‘A model for building well-being in Queenslanders’ 

‘Prevention or Patch up?’. 
 

I am endeavouring to speed up progress on the subject. Three pages on the 

Society’s website have been opened for original writings on this general theme: 

 
• structured analysis, to be recorded section by section on a page “A Model for 

Preventative Well-being”; 

 
• informal, unstructured discussion, to be recorded on the page “Preventative 

Health Discussion”; 

 
• papers of a scholarly or authoritative nature (arising from that discussion or 

independently), to be considered for peer-reviewable publication as Volume 130 

of the Proceedings. 

 
Access all these via https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/community-health/  

 

mailto:vice-president-cp@royalsocietyqld.org.au
https://www.royalsocietyqld.org/initiatives/community-health/
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In the next Newsletter. I plan to announce the formation of a working group to guide 

this initiative and also possible involvement of the Society in a particular project at 
Tewantin. 

 

Rain … and more rain” 

 

Futurist Michael Gutteridge writes on 1 March: 

(Michael is author of the significant ‘future challenges’ paper on our Rangelands 
website (https://rangelandsqld.org.au/background-reading/). 

 

We are having phenomenal rainfall here (northern Sunshine Coast), I think we may 
be getting near 500mm over 3 days where we are, and in some locations they have 

been receiving up near 1m, and with rain-rates i.e. mm/hr x duration of almost 

biblical proportions, e.g. 423mm in 3hrs. 
 

I found this report on previous floods for the region, and looked at the return 

probabilities of rain rates based on BOM’s preferred method, being the Generalised 

Tropical Storm Method (GTSMR), which I might add I have never been that 
comfortable with, and this current event is highly anomalous. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/qld/flood/fld_reports/sunshine_coast_and_mary_river_flood

s_april_09.pdf  
 

Climate change is forecast to increase rainfall intensity, with the standard model 

being something like 6-7% additional precipitable water per 1 degree warming. But 
we are not seeing this play out. We may be seeing the amended precipitable rate, 

sure, but what has changed is the duration, as a result of blocking highs, which are 

already forecasting an increase in the risk of tropical cyclones slowing or stalling in 

our region under climate change modelling, and now apparently “local” latitudinal 
troughs and previously somewhat benign low pressure systems. 

 

Mt Glorious 1082mm in 36hrs to 10:30pm Sat 26/02/22 and still raining 
 

Mary River Gympie: 

Highest flood 25.45m in 1893 

Second highest 22m in 1898 and 1999 
Flood level as of 10:30pm 26/02/22 is 22.16 and rising. 

 

I suspect that all other rainfall and flood records in these areas are associated with 
the passing/influence of a tropical cyclone, yet we have no cyclone in sight, just a 

couple of slow moving/converging troughs and an unexceptional north-east surface 

wind flow. 
 

Weather risk forecasting is about answering ‘what if and how likely’. If we look at the 

‘what if’, the BOM map of 24hr accumulated rainfall ending 9am 27/02/22, we can 

ask the following question: 
 

What if the highest precipitation were just 50km west and predominantly in 

the Wivenhoe catchment?  
 

Yes the flood would be different, i.e. more typical of previous floods, but would have 

the flood mitigation had worked?. The answer is: only up till the dams were full and 
then NO. This situation happened in the Mary catchment, hence record flooding at 

Gympie. 

 

https://rangelandsqld.org.au/background-reading/
http://www.bom.gov.au/qld/flood/fld_reports/sunshine_coast_and_mary_river_floods_april_09.pdf
http://www.bom.gov.au/qld/flood/fld_reports/sunshine_coast_and_mary_river_floods_april_09.pdf
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Climate change/changing has changed the rules, and will continue to change them. 

The GTSMR has limitations, and for the Australian application, is partly based on 
what we may categorise as a benign climate period. Last time I checked it didn’t 

include major flood events before 1900, and I’m not sure it takes into account the 

rapidly changing climate/weather scenario. This current rainfall event sat about 50km 
off the coast for a couple of days before moving overland, that may not happen next 

year; the area of heaviest rainfall sat just outside of the Wivenhoe catchment, that 

may not happen next year; the system sat over the Sunshine Coast catchments 
before affecting the Wivenhoe catchment, we may not be so fortunate next time; and 

it accelerated in its southern progression once affecting the Wivenhoe catchment. 

 

The Premier rightly said “We/she cannot control nature”, which is true, but we can 
play a role in not loading the dice against ourselves, e.g. by stopping digging up coal 

and by dramatically reducing emissions. Even though this year’s floods were 

devastating, tragic and costly, we may not be so lucky next year; figuratively 1:1000 
is forecast to become 1:10, climate change will not be linear, unlike much of our 

thinking and modelling. 

 
President Dr Ross Hynes writes: 

It is observations like this that falsify assurances from some climate sceptics that the 

intensity, frequency and magnitude of extraordinary weather events isn’t increasing. 

The level of warming already locked in (1.44° average in Australia) will most likely 
upend all observations of what ‘normal’ means.  

 

Latest IPCC report 

 

The Guardian of 1 March contains a useful summary of the latest major assessment 

by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), released on 28 February. 
Extreme events exacerbated by emissions – heatwaves, droughts, floods, storms and 

fires – were “cascading and compounding” across nature, society and the economy. 

 
There was “very high confidence” that some natural systems had already 

experienced irreversible change. Examples included extensive coral bleaching on the 

Great Barrier Reef, the loss of giant kelp forests in the country’s south-east and the 

extinction of the Bramble Cay melomys, a mammal that lost its habitat to sea level 
rise and storm surges. 

 

On the floods that have killed eight people and caused extraordinary property 
damage in SEQ and northern NSW, Prof. Mark Howden said it was not possible to say 

a particular extreme event was caused by rising emissions without an attribution 

study. However, he said the climate crisis was “embedded in this event” as inflated 
ocean and atmospheric temperatures increased the intensity of major storms. “It’s 

more likely you’re going to see this in the future with climate change because of the 

warmer atmosphere, and the ability to hold more moisture in the warmer 

atmosphere,” he said. 
 

It would lead to “heavier rainfall when it falls”. “The frequency may not change, but 

the strength of [storms] will change and that will increase the variability of climate in 
Australia, particularly in the north-east and down through the south-east,” he said. 

 

Prof. Brendan Mackey of Griffith University said the report identified nine major 
climate risks facing Oceania: 

• The loss and degradation of coral reefs and the biodiversity that relied on them 

due to ocean warming and heatwaves. 

• Loss of alpine biodiversity due to a reduction in snow. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/feb/28/climate-scientists-warn-global-heating-means-australia-facing-more-catastrophic-storms-and-floods
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/07/great-barrier-reefs-third-mass-bleaching-in-five-years-the-most-widespread-ever
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/07/great-barrier-reefs-third-mass-bleaching-in-five-years-the-most-widespread-ever
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2020/feb/24/the-dead-sea-tasmanias-underwater-forests-disappearing-in-our-lifetime
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/radical-conservation/2016/jun/29/bramble-cay-melomys-australia-extinction-climate-change-great-barrier-reef
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/radical-conservation/2016/jun/29/bramble-cay-melomys-australia-extinction-climate-change-great-barrier-reef
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• Collapse of southern Australian forests due to hotter and drier conditions and an 

increased number of fires. 
• Loss of kelp forests due to warming, heatwaves and overgrazing by fish and 

urchins that move south as the ocean warms. 

• Loss of low-lying coastal areas due to sea level rise. 
• Disruption in agricultural production and increased stress in rural communities 

in the south-west, south and east of the country as it becomes hotter and drier. 

• Rise in people and wildlife dying and becoming ill due to heatwaves. 
• Cascading and compounding impacts on cities and towns, infrastructure and 

supply chains due to bushfires, floods, droughts, heatwaves, storms and sea 

level rise. 

• Inability of institutions and government systems to manage climate risks. 
 

The report is the second part of the IPCC’s latest major assessment, drawing on 

thousands of peer-reviewed scientific papers. The first part examined the physical 
science of climate change. The second part focused on the impacts of the crisis and 

the ability to adapt to inevitable change. 

 
The items highlighted in blue are particularly relevant to our Rangelands initiative. 

The Society has persisted with this because the members involved believe that rural 

industry is not prepared for the “cascading and compounding” effects. No arm of 

government is providing adequate strategic policy direction. 
 

 

From the President 

 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to members who have joined recently. Please 

browse through our website to identify the many opportunities for networking and 

publication that the Society offers its members. Please also browse through the 
websites of the Queensland Science Network and Rangelands Queensland for other 

outlets for your creativity. 

 
I am pleased to report that a high proportion of members who renew are renewing for 
two or three years, which is a greatly appreciated expression of confidence in the 

Society. 

 
I’m also pleased to report that the influx of new members and Supporterships has 

improved our financial position and pushed it quite a way into black ink. We still don’t 

have enough discretionary income to pursue all the initiatives we might, however, and 

our frequent appeals for philanthropy remain as strong as ever. 
 

Best wishes. 

 
Ross Hynes 

President 

0428 721 918 

president@royalsocietyqld.org.au 
 

Secretary James Hansen, secretary@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

Treasurer Joseph McDowall josephmcdowall@gmail.com  
VP, Policy Geoff Edwards vice-president-cp@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

QSN Newsletter Editor Col Lynam newsletter@royalsocietyqld.org.au  

Honorary Editor Dr Justyna Miszkiewicz editor@royalsocietyqld.org  
Membership Coordinator Tony Van Der Ark membership@royalsocietyqld.org.au 

Administration Coordinator Pam Lauder rsocqld@gmail.com  

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/jul/29/climate-crisis-cuts-australian-farm-profits-by-a-quarter-over-past-20-years
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2020/feb/27/killer-heat-how-a-warming-land-is-changing-australia-forever
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/aug/09/humans-have-caused-unprecedented-and-irreversible-change-to-climate-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2021/aug/09/humans-have-caused-unprecedented-and-irreversible-change-to-climate-scientists-warn
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