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Background to the Prize 
1. The Royal Society of Queensland Research Fund was established to support 

curiosity-led research and investigation in the sciences. Policy allows substantial 
donations to be steered towards a particular subject field. 

2. Friends of the late Geraldine Hall of Norfolk Island have collaborated with her family 
in donating funds to allow a prize to be offered in her memory. 

3. Geraldine Hall entered the University of Queensland at the age of 16 and graduated 
in pharmacology from the University of Queensland in 1977. After raising a son and 
daughter and work in various pharmacies in Brisbane, in 1999 she took a position as 
Pharmacist at the public hospital on Norfolk Island. In 2006 she opened her own 
pharmacy business in the Island’s commercial centre and became a trusted member 
of the community in the light of her extensive medical knowledge and personal 
discretion. 

4. She retired on the Island in April 2022 and was looking forward to contributing to the 
nascent preventative well-being initiative of The Royal Society of Queensland through, 
among other aspects, analysing the contribution that pharmacy can make to public 
health. 

5. On 15 December 2022 she was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. She passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday 10 January 2023 after giving informed consent to the Prize. 
 

Nature of the Prize 
6. Applications are called for original writing on the theme of “Improving public health in 

remote communities”. Submissions will be assessed by a panel of not fewer than 
three independent experts. 

7. The author of the article that the panel deems to be the most meritorious will receive 
a purse of $1000. 

8. All articles that are deemed by the panel to meet the conventional standards of peer 
review will, with the consent of the authors, be submitted for publication in volume 
130 of the Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland, a Special Issue on the pre-
conditions of well-being. 

9. The (lead) author of the article judged to be the most meritorious will be invited to 
deliver their paper at a public presentation on Norfolk Island. Costs of 
accommodation and fares to a ceiling of $1500 will be met by the Prize. 

 
Eligibility of applicants 
10. Any person or group of persons may submit an entry except current Councillors, 

employees or contractors of the Society or members of Geraldine Hall’s immediate 
family. No preference will be shown for applicants who are members of the Society. 

 
Format and scope of submissions 
11. To comply, articles must be original writing that has not previously been published. 

Articles can be based upon chapters of a research dissertation if they can be deemed 
to not have been previously published in the new format. 

12. Articles should conform to the style guide of volume 130 of the Proceedings, as 
available on the website of the Society. Minor departures from style will not be down-
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marked during the assessment but successful authors will be requested to render 
their pieces in conformity with style before publication. 

13. Articles can be in either essay or scientific format, corresponding to a Research 
Article, an Opinion Piece, a Short Communication or an Historical Review as outlined 
in the style guide. An author wishing to review an existing field should ensure that 
there is a strong original interpretation and not just a summary of previously 
published material. 

14. Length can be between about 1000 words and about 10,000 words. 
15. All potential conflicts of interest must be declared, including any financial 

sponsorship that the author enjoys from any interested party. 
16. The submitted article file should be anonymous. The name and affiliation of the 

author and the declaration of interests should appear in an accompanying letter. 
17. Geographical scope should be Australia including territories under its administration. 
 
Selection criteria 
18. Successful applications will demonstrate the following to the satisfaction of the panel: 

 originality; 
 logic: demonstrating the application of rational analysis to objective evidence; 
 readability to a non-expert audience; 
 the findings or conclusions shed light on an issue of practical concern. 

 
Confinement of the geographic scope of the article to Norfolk Island or the subject scope to 
science or pharmacology is not required. 
 
Procedures 
19. Applications must be in writing. A copy of all applications will be held by the Society 

until five years after the project is completed. 
20. The recommendations of the panel will be submitted to the Council of the Society for 

approval. 
 
Background to the Society, the Proceedings and the Research Fund 
21. The Royal Society of Queensland is the State’s pre-eminent scholarly institution and 

was founded in 1884. It is a generalist scientific society and welcomes membership 
from all persons interested in the advancement of knowledge and evidence-based 
policy formulation and decision-making. 

22. Its Proceedings have been in continuous publication since 1884. It is Queensland’s 
primary generalist scientific journal. All articles are peer-reviewed. The journal is 
indexed by Scopus, EBSCO, Informit and Google Scholar. All articles since volume 
124 are open access online. 

23. In 2022, the Society resolved to deem Norfolk Island as situate within Queensland for 
the purpose of accepting geographically-anchored articles for publication. 

24. The Society may open a round of its Research Fund in a nominated field that takes 
account of the preference of a substantial donor. Donations are tax deductible. 
Contact the Research Coordinator on research@royalsocietyqld.org.au or visit the 
Society’s website for banking details. 

 
General information about the Society and its Proceedings can be found on the website 
www.royalsocietyqld.org. 
 
Enquiries about the Prize can be addressed to the Society’s Policy Coordinator, Dr Geoff 
Edwards, via policy@royalsocietyqld.org.au, or tel. 04 8850 5887 until late February 2023 
or 02 9136 8019 thereafter. 
 
Date 
Submissions must be lodged by midnight on 31 May 2023 addressed to the Secretary, 
The Royal Society of Queensland, rsocqld@gmail.com .  
 
Endorsed by the Council of The Royal Society of Queensland 9 February 2023. 
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GERLDINE HALL MEMORIAL PRIZE 

 

The Secretary 
The Royal Society of Queensland 
rsocqld@gmail.com 

 
Dear Secretary 

 
I attach for consideration a submission for the Geraldine Hall Memorial Prize. 
 

I confirm that this article has not been previously published either in peer-
reviewed or non-peer reviewed outlets. 
 

[Exception for articles that are adapted from a research dissertation that has 
already been published online] 

This article differs from my research dissertation …..… insofar as ………. 
 

[For single-author articles] 
I confirm that I am the author of this article, except as cited in the text. 
 

[For co-authored articles] 
I confirm that I am entitled to be regarded as the lead author and 

corresponding author of this article, except as cited in the text. 
 
[On behalf of all authors] 

I declare the following financial or logistical support or relationships that could 
be perceived as giving rise to a conflict of interest. 

 
……….. 
 

 
I look forward to hearing from you in due course. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

 
[Name or signature] 
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