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The world lost an honourable and gentle soul
when Reginald David Marlow MSc (Qld.) B.App.
Sc. Hons. (QIT) passed away in March 2025. The
Royal Society of Queensland also lost one of its
most recently productive members.

David was brought up in the Kedron area and
attended Kedron State High School for his secon-
dary education. His father was a technician and
operated the Lutwyche Picture Theatre. David grew
up taking a keen interest in film and had a remark-
able memory for names of movies and celebrities.

David’s parents worked to allow their two sons
to take up tertiary education. His elder brother
Graham, some nine years older, became a geologist
and surveyor, and quite likely his choice of career
influenced David to study disciplines relevant to
the mining industry. However, he later confided
to his sister June that he would have preferred to
study biological science because of the environ-
mental pollution wrought by the mining industry.
This indicates an early environmental sensitivity.

In an email to me in 2014, he wrote: “However,
my M.Sc. was at U of Q in the early part of my
career in Metallurgy/Mathematics (‘A Mathematical
Analysis of Hydrocyclone Data’), which is about as
far as you can get from environmental matters and
public administration.” Interest in competent public
administration and environmental sensitivity became
abiding features of his professional life.

Tertiary Qualifications

David’s curriculum vitae (CV) records the follow-
ing qualifications: 1971-1973 Master of Science
(University of Queensland); 1976-1979 Bachelor
of Applied Science (Maths), Hons. 2 (Queensland
Institute of Technology); 1988-1989 Graduate
Diploma (Computing Science) with Distinction
(QIT); 2007 Diploma Website Development (Bris-
bane North Institute of TAFE); 2008 Diploma
Business, Cert IV. Small Business Management
(BNI of TAFE); 2012 Diploma Horticulture; and
later, Landscape Design (BNI of TAFE).
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Career

David began his career as a milling metallurgist
with Mount Isa Mines at Mount Isa, before return-
ing to The University of Queensland to complete his
M.Sc. He then worked on Hamersley Iron’s finan-
cial modelling system, before returning to Brisbane
to work for MIM Holdings as a Technical Computer
Analyst. He later worked in the Queensland Public
Service, holding the position of Principal Research
Adviser at his retirement.

I came to know David when I joined the Queens-
land Department of Lands in 1991, at which time
he was a research officer in the Applied Research
Unit. This was an eclectic group of people gath-
ered from the four separate bureaux (Crown Lands,
Surveying, Titles, Valuation) which had been amal-
gamated into the Department of Lands pursuant
to the machinery of government changes after the
December 1989 state election. Applied Research
was an internal consultancy assigned tasks from all
sections, especially knotty problems that required
original investigation and lateral thinking. David
was a good fit with those criteria, having been edu-
cated in science (with its emphasis on tracing cause
and effect) and systems analysis. He also had a
strong curiosity in events and was a sharp observer
of public affairs.

His CV records two projects that he com-
pleted and that attest to his versatility and systems
capabilities:

1. The Regional Geographic Information Sys-
tems project used a satellite data communi-
cations system to create, maintain and use a
computerised regional geographic information
system, via satellite ground stations in Cairns,
Townsville, Mareeba and Roma. For the first
time, digital spatial data and computerised
mapping software became easily accessible in
regional Queensland. I organised the team as a
think tank, where the group made major deci-
sions (such as the region to cover and the
applications to pursue) in an analytical con-
sensus approach. This maximised team co-
operation and morale, as all viewpoints were
respected and team members could see their
effect on the design and operation of the net-
work. The system worked surprisingly well,
considering the newness and speed limita-
tions of the technology. However, terrestrial
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communication links improved far more than
satellite systems did in the next few years and
these replaced the satellite ground stations.

2. FAXMAP, the most important system that I
nursed, managed and released, was a system
that received fax requests for site-specific
computer-generated cadastral maps. This was
a major innovation — for the first time, indi-
viduals could specify and access digital spatial
data. The team, as a group, consulted various
potential client groups to gain their views of
what they wanted from the proposed service
and criticism was invited of the proposed
output format. FAXMAP became so popular
that the processors became over-loaded and
response times suffered. In the anti-Public-
Service climate of the time, it was decided to
discontinue the service, rather than increase
processing power. The system was later resur-
rected and further developed into the present
BLINMAP system. Now, of course, full public
access is a must — a concept that was integral
to the original FAXMAP.

As the economic rationalist reforms of the 1990s
took root and budget parsimony became relentless,
the Department became less inclined to support
an off-line research capacity and David separated
from the Public Service in 1999.

Career Positions

Year Function Industry
1968-1979 | Analyst/ Mining
Programmer
(Technical)
1979-1985 Senior Systems Electricity
Analyst and Distribution
Engineering
Computer
Manager
1985-1992 Senior Adviser Queensland
Government
1992-1999 | Principal Adviser | Queensland
Government
2000-2005 | Creator/operator | Tourism
of a major
camping ground
2010-2013 Consultant Period design/
(part-time) Construction
2011-2012 Website Design (theory and practice)
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Post Retirement

Being a passionate dog lover, with American Cocker
Spaniels being his favourite breed, he purchased a
rural property of 312 acres and developed it as a
dog-friendly camping and recreation ground. The
property is situated on the slopes of Mount Archer,
close to Woodford in South East Queensland, includ-
ing a 1.5km frontage to Neurum Creek and featur-
ing both pastoral and bushland acreage. He relocated
an old Queenslander house from the inner suburbs
and renovated it. His judgement that it would prove
popular with people excluded from national parks
and most other camping grounds was no doubt cor-
rect, but living by himself with no domestic or busi-
ness partner to share the workload, he was unable to
keep the banks at bay during its establishment phase.
New owners have completed the establishment, and
the property is now badged as Neurum Creek Bush
Retreat (https://www.ncbr.com.au). The new owners
have fulfilled David’s vision of retaining it as a dog-
friendly family retreat.

Upon sale of Mount Archer, David purchased a
two-acre property at Bellmere on the outskirts of
Caboolture and again established a removal house
in period style.

In 2013, as the incoming President of The Royal
Society of Queensland, I was assigned by its Council
to establish a website as a matter of priority. David
applied his programming skills to adapt code made
available free of charge by the Royal Society of New
South Wales and delivered a thoroughly serviceable
site. A snapshot of that early website as it was in May
2015 is appended as Appendix 1.

An indication of David’s generosity of spirit is
contained in this extract from a letter sent by the
Society to him on 16 December 2013:

Council resolved that it was very happy with the
site as it stands. ... In short, Council expressed
its appreciation to you for your good work and
acknowledged that you spent hours beyond the
accepted rate to which you were entitled.

Publications
During the next few years, David published a num-
ber of peer-reviewed articles in the Proceedings of
The Royal Society of Queensland. The list is indi-
cative of the breadth of his curiosity and analy-
tical skills, e.g. Marlow (2014), Marlow (2016a),
Marlow (2017a) and Marlow (2020a,b).
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Of these papers, he was most proud of his one
in volume 124 (Marlow, 2020a), listing a number
of scientific bodies that had been abolished by gov-
ernments of both major parties. He was particularly
keen to encourage people with inside knowledge of
each of those bodies to write up their own accounts
and particularly grateful to Jason Alexandra who
did so in the same volume (chronicling the demise
of Land & Water Australia). He was disappointed
that no others did so.

In 2018 he drafted a paper titled “An Analysis
of the Land-Use System in Queensland: Multiple
Problems and the Benefits of Constructive Reform”.
This was not accepted, on format and technical
grounds, but the objections have been accommo-
dated in a revised version of the paper which appears
in the present volume as a tribute to David.

He also published in other outlets, examples
being Marlow (1994), Marlow (1996), Marlow &
Edwards (2014).

Two guidelines he wrote as a departmental offi-
cer on Bribie Island (Marlow, 1994) and statewide
(Marlow, 2000a) fire management have been pub-
lished on the website of the Parks and Recreation
Collection.

Another paper, on a systematic approach to
land-use planning, to protect multiple values, has
been published on the website of the Queensland
Science Network (Marlow, 1996).

He was instrumental in the Society’s partici-
pation in a brainstorming ‘hackathon’ session on
20 April 2017 on mine rehabilitation at The Uni-
versity of Queensland.

Abiding Interests

David had an abiding interest in mine site rehabilita-
tion, partly a legacy of his own career experience in
the field, and he was actively involved in the Society’s
initiative in this area. He also had a strong interest in
the benefits to be derived from the involvement of
communities and professional organisations in mine
site rehabilitation, fortified by his lack of confidence
that governments would have the necessary courage
to confront the challenges. In January 2016, he wrote
to me after the release of yet another report on the
extent of the challenges:

By the way, if I ever needed confirmation on
the inadvisability of becoming a resolute mine
rehabilitation professional (and I didn’t), this
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report provided it. You spend months of your
life researching a problem that is bleedingly
obvious even to politicians and then write a 325-
page report on how to solve it; politicians of all
stripes then pointedly ignore it for ten years; a
whopper of a contamination disaster inevitably
results; the politicians for once are conspicu-
ously silent and you have to go on writing more
reports, publishing more papers, attending more
conferences and continue being ignored.

David was sceptical of the value of “academic
papers” that nobody read, and he was instrumental
in the Society Council’s decision in 2020 to open
the pages of its Proceedings to the public free of
charge, commencing in Volume 124. Indeed, a
major factor in that decision was Council’s recogni-
tion of the importance of his paper on the abolition
of scientific bodies and its desire to bring that
benchmark work to the widest audience possible.

His wry sense of humour and willingness to
skewer pomposity shines through the following
extract from his CV, attesting to his written com-
munication skills:

I have spent a lifetime, reading turgid and/or
incomprehensible and/or disingenuous bureau-
cratic reports. Despairing at the massacre of a
noble language, I felt it incumbent of [sic] me
to make a stand for clarity of language, logi-
cal development of argument and effectiveness
of presentation. I thus authored a Departmental
Writing Style and Documentation Layout Guide,
which discussed ways to disarm opposition, avoid
negative responses and generate positive actions.

The David Marlow Writing Prize

In 2023 David decided to donate a purse of $1000
plus costs for the most meritorious original paper
on the subject “Given climate change, how can
Queensland’s planning systems be rendered fit for
purpose?”’ Submissions closed on 31 December
2023. The advertised scope is worth reproducing
here as it reflects a wide range of David’s insights
into the current state of land-use planning:

Without being restrictive or exhaustive, papers
on the following themes will be within scope:

* How urban and regional planning came to
be regarded as a tool to facilitate economic
growth rather than a guide to property devel-
opment in the public interest

GEOFF EDWARDS

* A set of principles that might be embedded
in planning legislation and policy to advance
sustainability

» Performance-based versus prescriptive plan-
ning and whether the current regime has
tended too much towards flexibility

* The trend towards project-by-project assess-
ment with neglect of strategic planning

*  Whether planning is now a conflicted disci-
pline, within the profession and within local
governments

*  Whether the biophysical and socio-economic
datasets within state and local government
circles are adequate to support planning by
state and local governments and regional
NRM bodies

» Trends in natural disasters and extremes

» Shifts in biodiversity and health parameters
under climate change

* A template or action plan for reform.

Society member John Brisbin won the prize for
an essay entitled “Planning for Purpose: How
Queenslanders Might Flourish in the Challenging
Times Ahead”. The author picked up a theme that
in an earlier era would have been called ‘decentrali-
sation’, a concept that has dropped off the public
policy agenda in recent decades but coincidentally
was a passion of David’s.

David also sponsored an event on this theme,
held at Griffith Southbank on 7 October 2023 and
gave an address entitled “An Analysis of the Land-
Use System in Queensland: Multiple Problems and
the Benefits of Constructive Reform”, presenting
the core themes of his substantive paper in this
volume.

Conclusion

David has left an enduring legacy through his pub-
lished papers and the projects that he has worked
on during his career and post-retirement life. The
Society has been privileged to have such a power-
ful intellect as one of its members. I urge all readers
to reflect on the themes that David has identified
in his writings and conference presentations, and
to continue the cause he championed of protective
planning for the development and management of
our nation’s natural resources.

Geoff Edwards PhD, Policy Coordinator
The Royal Society of Queensland
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Appendix 1
The Royal Society of Queensland Website in May 2015

The Royal Society of Queensland

Home AboutUs News & events Society Publicafions Proceedings Science Library Research Fund Membership Links Contact Us

Royal Society of Queensland

The Royal Society of Queensland is the oldest scientific institution in Queensland. It is successor to the Philosophical Society of
Queensland, founded in 1859, the year when Queensland was proclaimed a separate colony. It issued the first of its annual
Proceedings in 1884 and was granted royal patronage in 1885.

The Govemor of Queensland His Excellency The Honourable Paul de Jersey AC has graciously agreed to be Patron of the Society for
the duration of his term of office. Please refer to His Excellency's webpage for information about his role as Patron.

The Society seeks to increase awareness of natural sciences in Queensland. It encourages original research and the application of
scientific method and knowledge to policy-making and decision-making. The Society provides a means for both scientists and lay
people to involve themselves in the progress of science.

The Society advocates on behalf of science and scientists but is not politically aligned.

"Infrastructure: Not just concrete and cranes” - forthcoming symposium

The Society jointly with Engineers Australia (Queensland) will co-host a substantial two-part, one-day event on 24 June 2015. See
News & Events 2015 page for details including background reading. Bookmark this page for updates. Expressions of interest in
submitting articles for publication in the Proceedings are now invited.

Research Trust Fund open for tax-deductible donations

A new fund to support research by scientists and naturalists has been launched. The Fund is a registered charity and donations are
tax deductible (subject to usual ATO conditions). Potential donors and project applicants are invited to visit the Research Fund
Rrage to view explanatory documents.

A special vote of thanks is due to our pro bono lawyers Sparke Helmore for their sterling work in shepherding the necessary

applications through due process.

Five Million Hectares published - a story of science-led expansion of Queensland's national park
estate

Paul Sattler OAM, former President of the Society, has published his professional memoirs, chronicling in particular the expansion of
Queensland's national park estate in the 1990s. The 219-page information-packed work is recommended reading for any person
interested in biodiversity conservation, ecosystem mapping and Queensland's administration of the nature conservation portfolio
generally. See our Members' Collections page for details.

Businesses which ignore climate science risk trashing shareholder value

Visit our Society Publications page for an opinion piece (18 Dec. 2014) on this subject.

Call for papers - Proceedings 120
Authors of research papers, short commentaries or opinion pieces on subjects relevant to science in Queensland are invited to
prepare their articles for a copy deadline of 1 July 2015. Peruse the "Proceedings of the Royal Society of Queensland” section on

the Society Publications page for details. (Apology: Proceedings 119 is delayed but is expected to be in print by about the end of
February 2015).

Visit our News & Events page for details of forthcoming meetings and the Society’s work program.

This website is at an early stage of construction - please visit again soon!

Home | About Us | News & events | Society Publications | Proceedings | Science Librory | Research Fund | Membership | Links | Contact Us |

Copyright © 2015 The Royol Society of Queensiond.  All kights Reserved.
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