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The Royal Society of Queensland
The Royal Society of Queensland has an honourable history as the senior scientific institution in 
the state. It was established in 1884, with royal patronage continuing unbroken from 1885. Her 
Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeannette Young PSM, Governor of Queensland, is the present Patron.

The Society seeks to increase respect for intellectual enquiry. It encourages original research and 
the application of evidence-based methods to policy development and decision making. The Society 
provides a forum for scientists and lay people to involve themselves in the progress of science in 
society, with ‘science’ defined broadly. As a non-partisan, secular, learned group, the Society is com-
mitted to the Enlightenment tradition of curiosity-led, knowledge-based enquiry that arguably was 
born with the Royal Society in London in 1660.

The centrepiece activity of the Society is the production of the annual scientific journal Proceedings 
of The Royal Society of Queensland, supplemented from time to time with Special Issues on specific 
themes.

Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland
The Proceedings publishes original scholarship and investigation in natural history relevant to 
Queensland, including the biodiversity, conservation, use, management and economic significance 
of natural resources. All aspects of the natural sciences, including astronomy, geology, hydrology, 
botany and zoology, biomedicine, introduced species and dynamic land and water processes, are 
considered. The journal will also publish papers on general science, including science-related history, 
policy, education and philosophy. Papers written from within the social sciences, such as sociology, 
culture and heritage that deal with the use or management of a natural resource, are welcome.

Following initial appraisal by the Editor, all submitted papers are peer reviewed by a single-blind 
process. The following types of manuscript are considered:

Scientific Papers, Short Communications, Historical Reviews, Opinion Pieces*, Opinion 
Papers†, Dissertation Abstracts, Book Reviews.

Authors are required to follow the instructions given in the Guide to Authors which is available on 
the Society website or from the Honorary Editor. The Guide will be updated in early 2026 to include 
recent exceptions to APA style, amongst other changes. The timeline to allow print publication by the 
end of each year requires authors to submit papers to the Editor by 30 June.

From Volume 124, papers are being placed online free of charge as they emerge from the editorial 
and typesetting procedures. Print publication will follow when the volume is completed. 

A complete archive of the Proceedings with full search capability back to 1884, and the preceding 
three volumes of the Transactions of the Queensland Philosophical Society, are available online.

*	Opinion Pieces are short, somewhat informal articles that may take a more journalistic approach in presenting opinion-
based scientific and associated views in a narrative format. They focus on current topics that are of significant interest to 
the wider community and are usually up to 3000 but less than 4000 words. These differ from Short Communications in 
their informal approach, especially regarding there being no prerequisite for a literature cited section. They could, however, 
include seminal references.

†	Opinion Papers can be substantial manuscripts that present a wide spectrum of scientific and associated opinions, which are usually 
supported by an author’s professional experience and relevant literature. These can be up to 10,000 to 12,000 words or longer at the 
discretion of the Editor. These can be refereed when focused on specific scientific or related cross-disciplinary topics or, assessed 
in terms of independent criteria if submitted in essay format for special  awards.
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Scholarly Debate Invited
Articles accepted for the annual Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland and Special Issues 
have been published online with free public access. The advent of digital scientific publishing means 
that it also becomes practicable to publish scholarly debate over published articles. The Society 
welcomes critical responses to articles that have been published, if addressing matters of scientific 
substance and expressed in a scholarly manner. Please refer to the Guide to Authors for guidance as 
to style and submit all such responses to the Honorary Editor. All critical responses will be subject to 
the review process undertaken for other submissions.

Copyright
Papers published in the Annual PRSQ and Special Issues will be licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Licence. Individual articles may be 
copied or downloaded for private, scholarly and not-for-profit use. Quotations may be extracted 
provided that the author/s and The Royal Society of Queensland are acknowledged. Queries regard-
ing republication of papers, or parts of papers such as figures and photographs, should be sent to the 
Secretary of The Royal Society of Queensland (rsocqld@gmail.com). The right to charge fees for 
reproduction is transferred upon publication to and retained by the Society.

mailto:rsocqld%40gmail.com?subject=
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EDITORIAL FOREWORD

In this volume there are two themes. The first is Biodiversity, Resource Use and Land Planning, and 
the second is Health and Wellbeing. In the first theme, the key article by Quinn reviews a compen
dious work by Dasgupta and makes suggestions for Australia. It is specifically focused on biodiversity 
and the problems of conserving this within current economic systems. The concept of land, its plan-
ning and how its management supports biodiversity underlies most of what is discussed and is indeed 
essential to the argument that current economic approaches fail to adequately value ecosystems and 
fail to protect biodiversity. The author of the Dasgupta review has made highly positive comments 
on Quinn’s paper:

The Review of the Economics of Biodiversity offers a grammar for articulating the impact of 
human activities on Nature. It was a mere template. The real work, of translating the Review into 
policy, even every individual’s need for personal policy, needs badly doing and will require many 
efforts. The present paper is an excellent beginning (Dasgupta). 

Important lessons and tasks for Australia are addressed and recommended.
The Marlow and Edwards article defines the key issues involved and critically analyses the land-

use system in Queensland. It identifies competing planning-related philosophies that jeopardise 
sustainability. The authors conclude that, with increasing climate change and a land-use system that 
is not resilient to change, there is a bleak prospect for sustainability.

Quinn’s second paper strongly advocates for a nature-based systems approach to catchment 
management to maximise natural processes and associated strategies that will help minimise the 
risks and impacts of flooding. He strongly argues, using crucial case studies, that essential space for 
water needs to be urgently recognised and incorporated in water management plans for South East 
Queensland (SEQ) as integral components of such plans.

From a water-related perspective (flooding, drought and fire) the short piece by Hynes also is 
grounded in the theory and practice of land system and catchment management and how it could be 
better applied to mitigate risk in SEQ and north-eastern New South Wales using an integrated whole 
systems approach. This viewpoint stresses that crucial decision making in planning and management 
should be scientifically based or moderated by scientifically literate planners. 

More specifically, related water management issues are examined in the short piece by Edwards 
wherein he explores a hypothetical case (which does reflect reality) for many riverine systems where 
multiple agencies have aspects of control (if not ownership) over parts of the system. This can lead to 
complex and confusing outcomes which stress that a holistic approach to water management based 
on whole of catchments is essential in pursuing sustainable outcomes. 

The fire management paper by Stanton et al. brings together the views and wealth of knowledge of 
very experienced fire managers and associated researchers in north-eastern Queensland and provides 
an important overview of practical fire management strategies across a wide range of vegetation 
community types. Through long and wide practical experience, successful approaches to managing 
fire for specific outcomes are addressed and their potential for wider application outlined.

The Brisbin essay explores and critiques land use and planning decisions at a local scale and 
advocates changing our relationship with land. It is a somewhat provocative piece that will stimulate 
discussion.

In the second theme there is one article by Laupu, who argues that mental health should be 
afforded the same resources as other health issues. Laupu stresses the importance of nutrition for 
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mental health. She concludes with recommending initiatives to improve nutrition, such as diversify-
ing foods with cheaper options (specifically plant and seafood), planting vegetable gardens on high 
ground and planting on rooftops to mitigate environmental responses to climate change.

Editorial Addendum

There are some matters that need to be noted for future Proceedings. They relate to the evolution of 
subject types included in its pages. Over the past four decades or so, in addition to significant single-
disciplinary articles, important multi-disciplinary, interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary studies have 
also been addressed, particularly in relation to natural resources and their management, land and water 
use, biodiversity, climate change and links to ecosystem sustainability, land-system planning, land 
stewardship and human health.

These are fields that single-focus or single-disciplinary journals seldom address. However, it has 
been the role of the Society to reach further and see issues wider than single disciplines. For this 
reason, we cannot easily fit into the straightjacket of any disciplinary grouping. And neither should 
we. The Society’s Proceedings is believed to be the only general science-linked journal in Queensland 
(there are others in Australia and internationally, of course). Further, journals focused on public policy 
tend not to publish articles based upon rigorous scientific input.

The Society aims to ensure that all articles it receives are thoroughly peer-reviewed in the traditio
nal manner and emerge at the highest standard possible but with a flexible, adaptive editorial approach 
relevant to the nature of the subject matter and one that accommodates early-career researchers. To this 
end, some editorial discretion is important, and clear, relevant and up-to-date guidelines for authors 
are an imperative for a successful publishing system. To address this matter, the Society’s Guidelines 
for Authors is being updated and put online for use in 2026.

Ross Hynes and Patricia Dale 
Editors, PRSQ Volume 133, 2025
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