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The Royal Society of Queensland  
Annual Report 2023–2025

Overview
This report covers the period from January 2023 to 8 December 2025. The Society’s mission as a learned 
society, concerned with rational, evidence-led intellectual enquiry in all disciplines, not just the natural 
sciences, was established at its foundation in 1884. More emphasis has been given to this wider perspec-
tive in recent years. 

Significant events during this period included the 
following presentation:

The Walter Fisher Bequest and associated RSQ 
Research Grants (9 December 2023) are grate-
fully acknowledged and formally addressed in the 
2023 President’s Report. Four Research Grants were 
awarded, and details of these important research pro-
jects are covered in the 2023 Report.

The paper Updated Mental Health Literacy 
to Improve Public Health in Remote Australian 

Communities, submitted by Dr Wendy Laupu and 
awarded the Geraldine Hall Memorial Prize, has 
been edited and included as the first web-published 
article in Volume 133 of the Proceedings of The 
Royal Society of Queensland.

Dr Laupu delivered the paper at the launch 
event of the Knowledge and Learning Centre on 
Norfolk Island on 1 May 2024. David Hall, son 
of the late Geraldine Hall, Pharmacist, announced 
the prize.

GERALDINE HALL MEMORIAL PRIZE ESSAY
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Professor Martine Maron, from The Univer-
sity of Queensland, gave a hybrid presentation, face 
to face and by Zoom link, on 3 December 2024. Pro-
fessor Maron is a member of the Wentworth Group 
of Concerned Scientists and of The Biodiversity 
Council. She was involved in the Global Nature 

Positive Summit in Sydney and was a member of 
The Native Vegetation Scientific Expert Review 
Panel in Queensland in 2022–2023. Her presenta-
tion provided a marvellous opportunity to gather 
insights and insider knowledge about processes 
that will have significant impacts in Queensland.

Corporate Affairs
Membership
This has been static for several years. As a com-
parison, there were 90 fully paid-up members in 
September 2017, with another 20 due for renewal.

In November 2022, there were 114 active mem-
bers and 80 lapsed members.

In September 2024, there were 82 active mem-
bers and 128 lapsed members.

There were four platinum, two gold, three silver 
and one bronze sponsorship in 2023–2024.

One difficulty with determining membership 
at any given time relates to all members having 
their renewal dates determined as years from date 
of joining.

Discussion has taken place in Council on pre-
senting a case to members for a common renewal 
date. This would facilitate determining the number 
of financial members at any given time and allow 
for automatic calculation of any unpaid member-
ships. A technical point is that unfinancial members 
do not have voting rights at meetings.

Royal Society of Queensland Council Meetings
There were nine scheduled Council Meetings in 
2023–2024, plus a presentation on electricity gen-
eration and distribution, with guest speakers from 
Canberra, at 111 George Street on 28 November 
2023.

The Council elected at the 2023 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on 9 December 2023 comprised 
Angela Arthington, Pat Dale, Peter Dart, Geoff 
Edwards as Policy Coordinator, Philippa England, 
Andy Grodecki, James Hansen as Secretary, Ross 
Hynes as Immediate Past President, Julian Louys 
as Editor, Col Lynam as Vice-President, Joseph  

 
McDowall as Treasurer, Justyna Miszkiewicz as 
Editor, Charles Nason, Nelson Quinn as President, 
and Anne-Marie Smit.

Anne-Marie Smit retired from Council, and 
Councillors elected at the 2024 Annual General 
Meeting on 19 December 2024 were Pat Dale, 
Peter Dart, Geoff Edwards as Policy Coordina-
tor, Philippa England, Sean Foley, Andy Grodecki 
as Vice-President, Engagement and Government 
Relations, James Hansen as Secretary, Ross Hynes, 
Col Lynam as Editor, Queensland Science Net-
work, Joseph McDowall as Treasurer and Editor, 
Charles Nason as President, and Nelson Quinn as 
Immediate Past President.

There were eight scheduled Council Meetings 
in 2024–2025, plus the Annual General Meeting. 
Charles Nason resigned as President on 9 September. 
Andy Grodecki was then elected as President. Many 
thanks to Charles and Philippa for their efforts to re-
sume combined activities with the Royal Geographi-
cal Society of Queensland, which were disrupted and 
cancelled during, and after, the COVID lockdowns. 
Distinguished Councillors Pat Dale, Peter Dart and 
Philippa England retired at the Annual General 
Meeting on 29 November 2025. We thank them sin-
cerely for their much-valued advice and efforts as 
Councillors.            

Andy Grodecki was re-elected as President, 
James Hansen as Secretary, Joseph McDowall as 
Treasurer, and Sean Foley, Ross Hynes, Charles 
Nason and Nelson Quinn as Councillors. Eamon 
Raith and Emily Smith were also elected as Coun
cillors, congratulated on their election and warmly 
welcomed to Council. 

Finances
Generous donations were received from several people, as in previous years, towards the running costs 
of the Society: $5,000 in 2023–2024 and $1,600 in 2024–2025. (All amounts have been rounded down to 
nearest $100.)
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Royal Society of Queensland Accounts
Thanks to Treasurer Joseph McDowall for the following details (all amounts rounded down to nearest $100):

	 2024–2025	 2023–2024
Operating Account	 $	 $
Balance brought forward	 1,000	 1,700		
Total income (inc. donations)	 7,300	 12,700 	
Expenses	 –8,000	 –13,400 		
Balance 30 June	 400	 1,000		

Research Fund	
Balance brought forward	 58,300	 49,000	
Total income (inc. donations)	 6,900*	 27,100* 	
Expenses	 –8,000	 –13,400 	
Balance 30 June	 37,100	 1,000	
Total Current Assets	 37,500	 50,100
Total Current Liabilities	 NIL	 NIL
* Includes donations Walter Fisher $20,000, Dilwyn Griffiths $5,000.

Notes
Many journals are now levying an Article Processing Charge, which universities are pre-
pared to pay to cover publication of articles. UQ provided these funds to support an article 
that was accepted for publication in the Proceedings. 

Based on the guidelines provided by the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC) and the Queensland Government, The Royal Society of Queensland 
is considered a small association and is not required to have its accounts formally audited.

Library
Honorary Librarian Meg Lloyd has continued to curate the Society’s library of some 20,000 volumes 
housed at the Queensland Museum. Members enjoy free access to the Society’s library, by appointment 
with Ms Lloyd.

Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queensland
Honorary Editors Julian Louys and Justyna Misz
kiewicz oversaw the production of Volume 132 of 
the Proceedings of The Royal Society of Queens-
land and upheld the high standard of this journal, 
the pre-eminent, generalist journal for publishing 
Queensland-specific natural science. Because of 
timing factors relating to submission of papers and 
reviews, in 2024 the issue on an annual basis was 
delayed beyond 2024–2025, and Volume 133 will 
be published in a subsequent year along with other 

issues, including special issues. Some of the delays 
were attributable to taking longer to transfer novel 
oral recordings to an edited, typeset format.

Special thanks are due to Mr Darryl Nixon for 
typesetting and layout of the journal articles. All 
papers submitted for publication in the Proceedings 
are subject to review by anonymous referees who 
are experts in the subject area of the submitted 
paper. The labours of the anonymous referees are 
very much appreciated. 

Events
Recognising a need for a more public display of current scientific information, The Royal Society of 
Queensland and the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland organised an expert panel and public 
forum on perspectives, which was held on the premises of the Royal Geographical Society of Queensland 
in Fortescue Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane, on Friday, 20 September 2024:
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Fire in the Landscape – An Expert Panel and Public Forum 
The panel comprised three experts with extensive knowledge and experience, who addressed different 
aspects and answered questions from the audience:

Professor Patrick Moss, Head of the School of 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at QUT, for-
merly Head of the School of Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences at The University of Queensland. 
Patrick teaches in the areas of palaeoecology and 
bio­geography, including fire ecology, and is under-
taking research in Quaternary palaeoecology across 
Australia and Southeast Asia. 
Mr Alistair Hartley has life-long experience work-
ing in land and fire management, utilising western 
and traditional cultural burning techniques. Alistair 
worked for 13 years for Queensland Parks and Wild
life Service (QPWS) in Senior Ranger roles. He 
initiated a burning regime in Carnarvon National 
Park based on soil moisture, creating a mosaic of 
vegetation types and burn scars to mitigate against 
large wildfires. Alistair is the National Fire Program 
Officer for Bush Heritage Australia (BHA), manag-
ing fire risk on the 43 BHA-owned reserves across 
Australia, working alongside Indigenous groups to 
mitigate fire risk across Indigenous Protected Areas, 

including burning for carbon credits which help fund 
the ranger programs.
Mr Lee Johnson (AFSM, FIFireE) served as Com
missioner of the Queensland Fire and Emer­gency 
Services (QFES) for 13 years to 2015, playing a key 
role in the development of Urban Search and Rescue 
capability within QFES. Lee is a strong advocate 
for enhancing Building Fire Safety and has exten-
sive experience in command-and-control systems. 
He has been a speaker at several Inter­national Fire 
and Safety Conferences in Asia. In 2013 Lee was in
ducted as a Fellow of the Institute of Fire Engineers. 
He served as President of the Australasian Fire and 
Emergency Services Authorities Council for four 
years and as a Director on the Board of the National 
Aerial Firefighting Centre from 2003 to 2015. Lee 
also served as a Director of the Bush Fire and Natu
ral Hazards Co-operative Research Centre and its 
successor organisation Natural Hazards Research 
Australia. Lee is a founding member of Emergency 
Leaders for ­Climate Action.

Government House Reception
President Dr Andy Grodecki and Council member and researcher Ms Emily Smith have been honoured 
with, and pleased to accept, an invitation to attend a reception with the Governor of Queensland, Her 
Excellency the Honourable Dr Jeanette Young AC PSM at Government House on 8 December 2025.

James Hansen 
Secretary
December 2025
On behalf of the Council
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