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2023 Report

The President reported orally on activities in 2023,
drawing on the following subjects.

The Annual General Meeting on 9 December
began with presentations from the winners of our
Walter Fisher Grant competition for projects with
a focus on microscopic or macroscopic fungi. The
presentations demonstrated the value of curiosity-
led projects that open up avenues for further research
on still little-known issues. In this case, we saw new
collaborations, interaction with industry, new discov-
eries and potential community benefits from medical
and other applications with impact beyond Queens-
land. The Society is indebted to Walter Fisher for his
generosity and confidence in the Society.

Our winners were:

* Dr John Dearnaley (University of Southern
Queensland): Structural characterisation of
valuable new antibiotics from Queensland
rainforest endophytic microfungi

* Dr Kylie Agnew-Francis (University of
Queensland): Understanding the molecular
landscape and diversity of Queensland s native
Hericium fungi

e Ms Allison Mertin (University of Melbourne
and Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney):
Investigating the plant growth promotion
potential of native seed fungi to improve native
Australian grassland restoration

* Dr Rebecca Webb (University of Melbourne):
Even fungi get stressed sometimes: Glutathione
and stress tolerance in the amphibian Chytrid.

We also had a competition for an article and lecture
on ‘Improving Health in Remote Communities’
sponsored by the late Geraldine Hall of Norfolk
Island — the Geraldine Hall Memorial Prize. The
prize has been awarded to Dr Wendy Laupu for her
paper Updated Mental Health Literacy to Improve
Public Health in Remote Australian Communities.

We saw the results of a survey of members early
in the year. Members gave several reasons why
they joined, the most common being opportunities
to meet with others of similar interests, a general
interest in science, and the Society’s role in formal
academic activities. The most common request for
the future was more opportunity for interaction
among members. Thanks to Joseph MacDowall for
his work on the survey.

We are most grateful to Associate Professor
Julien Louys and Dr Justina Miszkiewicz for their
exemplary work as Honorary Editors and Honor-
ary Associate Editors for Volumes 129 of 2021, 131
of 2022 and now 132 of 2023 of the Proceedings
of The Royal Society of Queensland. They have
ensured maintenance of the scholarly standards of
the Proceedings built up over its 138-year existence.

Dr Joseph MacDowall has agreed to be the new
Editor — or Editor in Chief as we agreed — to try to
establish an Editorial Board to spread the workload.

The Council has noted the need to review our
publishing practices. We have the Proceedings,
which currently must cling to internationally recog-
nised practices and standards. However, the range of
articles encouraged is wide and extends from early
drafts of proposed papers or articles, occasional
papers that often also include original opinions, short
and longer opinion pieces aimed at current issues
in the general media, conference proceedings and
papers, academic abstracts, particularly from higher-
degree students and early-career researchers, social
media posts, and submissions to public consultation
processes. To achieve the above, we need to satisfy
high publishing standards while developing a rigor-
ous but flexible house style. And this is in progress.

On 21 October we joined with the South East
Queensland Community Alliance (SEQCA) in a
public event to listen, learn and debate with a range
of experts in planning, architecture and land-use
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policy illuminating the many dimensions of some
very topical debates: housing for a growing popu-
lation; status and trends in the health of South East
Queensland’s natural environment; progress on the
2023 draft SEQ regional plan update; and climate
change issues for planning and communities.

The Royal Society’s part of the day addressed
the theme of ‘Given climate change, how can
Queensland’s planning system be rendered fit for
purpose?’ This was possible because of the spon-
sorship of our member David Marlow. We also
need to thank members Philippa England and John
Brisbin for their major contributions to the success
of the day.

This event was the beginning of a process draw-
ing together the various issues where planning
arrangements can contribute to meeting the chal-
lenge of adapting to a changing world while most of
the population is seeking stability in their daily lives
and hope for the future. Is Queensland’s planning
system up to the challenge? If not, what changes do
we need to make?

Our call for papers on the theme is still open. We
will use them and future events to develop propo-
sals for overcoming the problems we identify.

On Monday, 13 November, Geoff Edwards and
I attended a meeting of all of Australia’s Royal
Societies in Canberra organised by The Royal
Societies of Australia. This was the first time all the
Societies had met face to face in more than 10 years.
We briefed the Governor-General on Royal Society
activities and aspirations.

It was a highly productive meeting. There was
general endorsement of the need for The Royal
Societies of Australia as a vehicle for advancing
knowledge and outreach to the wider community.

We put forward two subjects for potential national
collaboration: our Rangelands initiative, combined
with The Royal Societies of Australia Stewardship
proposals, which includes a proposal for a Land and
Seascape Policy Hub; and our preconditions of well-
being initiative. Both were endorsed by the other
groups and the Governor-General as worthy national
projects.

Work has begun on involving the other state
bodies in the wellbeing exercise.

NELSON QUINN

The Royal Societies of Australia has proposed
adoption of the Land and Seascape Policy Hub
in a submission to the national consultation on a
proposed Agriculture and Land Sectoral Plan and
has used it to support proposals for the benefit of
Societies such as ours to the national consultation on
reforming the regulation of the not-for-profit sector
(Developing a Not-for-Profit Sector Development
Blueprint).

Our general science forum, the Queensland
Science Network (QSN), was praised at the Canberra
meeting as a model for all States. We met with
Network representatives on 28 November, the first
such meeting in five years. The aim was to review
progress and discuss options for the future, discuss
the social media landscape and seek advice on how
to improve the profile. The lively discussions at the
meeting generated lots of ideas and reinforced that
the QSN has considerable unrealised potential for
the Society, and no doubt for many of its members.
For example, we can work to ensure that QSN is well
integrated into Society activities rather than be seen
as a stand-alone activity. We must thank Col Lynam
for his unstinting efforts in sustaining the Network.

The review of the Society’s Constitution initiated
in 2017 culminated in the presentation of a revised
Constitution at the Special Meeting on 9 December.
The intention is to present a new version to another
Special Meeting in early 2024, taking account of
comments to and at that meeting.

Good outcomes for 2024 would include substan-
tial progress with our current initiatives, increasing
member numbers, raising funds, more activities
(including submissions to public consultations and
other government processes), continuing develop-
ment of the Queensland Science Network, and some
success with media and marketing — we are playing
in a crowded field. We can host as many events as
our members are willing to organise. Perhaps one
of our recent members or student members would
like to organise an event in their field of interest.

I must thank all of you who have helped me
with this new (for me) job. All goodwill, nary a
cross word.

Nelson Quinn, President
December 2023
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2024 Report

President, Dr Nelson Quinn, spoke to the following
topics overviewing the year’s activities.

The Society’s situation was little changed from
last year, with several proposals mentioned in last
year’s report still under way.

John Brisbin won the David Marlow Prize
for an essay entitled Planning for Purpose: How
Queenslanders Might Flourish in the Challenging
Times Ahead. John picks up a theme that in an earlier
era would have been called ‘decentralisation’, a con-
cept that has dropped off the public policy agenda in
recent decades even though retreating from the coast
and river floodplains is an inevitable consequence of
climate change. Interestingly, there is a related idea
called ‘agrihoods’. According to a Californian defi-
nition, “Agrihoods are agricultural neighborhoods
that don’t just have a farm nearby, but have agricul-
ture integrated into the experience and landscape of
the community.” Farms and orchards are considered
essential neighbourhood amenities at least as much,
if not more so, than a pool, tennis court, clubhouse,
et cetera.

We are keeping open the opportunity to con-
tribute to the work initiated by David Marlow on
planning and climate change.

The Geraldine Hall Memorial Prize was
awarded to Dr Wendy Laupu for an essay on the
theme ‘Updated Mental Health Literacy to Improve
Public Health in Remote Australian Communities’.
She delivered a lecture on this theme on Norfolk
Island, home of the late Geraldine Hall, Pharmacist,
in May 2024.

We are finalising the establishment of an Edit-
orial Board to spread the heavy burden involved
in our publications work. We are progressing

editorial work to complete the next issue of the
Proceedings.

Our research grants process for the year is just
now getting under way. We also need more dona-
tions for the Research Fund.

Our resources — money plus in-kind work by
members — remain far too low.

We are contributing actively to the work of
The Royal Societies of Australia. The Land and
Seascape Hub continues to be developed, with a
submission for the next Federal budget under way.
Thanks to Joseph and James as our representatives,
as well as me. Joseph has agreed to be the Treasurer.

Dr Geoff Edwards deserves special praise for
his extraordinary efforts with the Health and Well-
being project.

The public forum held jointly with the Royal
Geographical Society of Queensland on the man-
agement of fire in the landscape was a great success.
There are discussions under way aimed at continu-
ing work on the topic.

Our membership has declined, sometimes from
death. Most notably, we lost Dr Geoff Monteith,
regarded as one of the 10 most commemorated bio-
logical scientists along with Darwin and Wallace.

Priorities for the coming year include: a member-
ship drive — let’s all recruit at least one new member;
fund raising; more interaction among members; get-
ting the newsletter back on track; raising the Society’s
profile, including by collaboration with other bodies;
and building on the planning, climate change, health
and wellbeing work, the fires activity and the land
and seascape hub.

Nelson Quinn, President
December 2024

Quinn, N. (2025). The Royal Society of Queensland President’s Reports 2023 and 2024. Proceedings of The Royal
Society of Queensland, 133, 183—185. https://doi.org/10.53060/PRSQ.24.11


https://doi.org/10.53060/PRSQ.24.11



